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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 3, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Walp 
and Bishop, John P. Coffin, W.M.J. Benjamin, 
and 30 others, merchants and bnsiness men of the 
city of New York, praying a postponement of the 
operation of the Bankrupi law for two years from 
the first of February next, and expressing great ap- 
prebension of the efiects upon credit and business, 
and the prices of property, of permiiting the law to 
go into cperation in the next month: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of C. P. and 
H. Heyer, Henry T. Cooper, and 38 others, also 
merchants and business men of the city of New 
York, to the same effect: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of John B. 
Theiry, and 59 others, mechanics and laborers, and 
certified to be principally householders, of the city 
of New York, to the same effect: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Young, 
Smith and Co. and 72 others, merchants and tra- 
ders of the city of New York, setiing forth detailed 
defects in, and objections to, the Baukrupt law, and 
suggesting various amendments, which the peti- 
tioners pray Congiess to adopt before the law is 
permitted to go into operaiion. Ths petitition, Mr. 
W. said, we was requesied to ask to have read, 
and he accordingly made that motion. The peti- 
tion was read and relerred to the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the peiion of Suydam and 
Co. S. T. Armstrong, Mead, Rogers and Co. and 
105 other merchants and firms of the city of New 
York, also praying the postponement of the Bank- 
rupt law for two years from February next, and 
offering the same reasons given in the petitions 
first presented. Mr. W. said in all these petitions, 
as well the occupation and place ot residence in 
the cily, as the name of the petitioner, were en- 
tered upon the petition; and in reference to all of 
them, he bad assurances, the correctness of which 
he was not permitted to doubi, that the petitioners 
were not simply real inhabi'ants of the city, but 
men of respeciability and character as a body; and 
that, among the signatures of merchants was repre- 
sented a very large share of the houses of the first 
standing as to character, intelligence, credit, and 
extent of commercial business. indeed, that much 
the largest portion of the revenue of the revenue oi 
the United States derived from duties collected a 
the port of New York, is paid by merchants whose 
names are to be found upon these petitions. This 
petition was also referred, upen Mr. Wriaut’s mo 
tion, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 
York, which he asked to have read; and the read- 
ing was ordered. The memorial prays the follow- 
ing amendments to tke Bankrupt law, viz: 

1. That no bankrupt, voluntary or involuntary, 
shall receive a discharge without the consent of 
creditors representing at least half the amount of 
his debts. 

+ 2. That all notices in cases of bankruptey, shall 
be published in ihe paper in the ci'y of Washing- 


ton selected to publish the laws ot the United 
States. 
3. That the permanent sppointinent of assignees 


of the esiates or bankrupts may be 
creditors. 

This memorial was aiso, on motion of ‘Ar. 
WRIGHT, referred to the Commitiee on the Juti- 
ciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the city 
of New York, signed by 129 names belonging to 
all occupations, praying tha! the Bankrupt act be 
repealed. And ansther petition, signed by 120, 
giving their occupation and place of residence, 
praying fcr the postponement of the operations of 
the Bankrupt law for two yars from February 
next, and that moneyed corporations may be in- 
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cluded: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from nu- 
merous citizens of Philadelphia, praying for amend- 
menis to the Bankrupt Jaw; and if they should not 
be made, that the act be repealed: referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Also, three petitions from cne hundred and five 
voters of Warren county, Pennsylvania, protest- 
ing against the confirmation of the treaty with the 
Seneca Indians: referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. CALUOUN prerented a petition asking for 
a repeal or modification of the Bankruptlaw. He 
remarked that that law had already lost a great 
deal in public opinion; and his impression was that 
nothing short of repeal would satisfy the people: 
referred to the-Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from a conven- 
tion lately assembled in Tennessee, asking for en 
appropriation by Congress for the improvement of 
the ‘Fennessee river. Mr. C. remarked that his 
opinions were s> well known on the subject of ap- 
propriating money from the National Treasury to 
improve rivers and harbors, that he need not re- 
peat them. He believed the operation of the sys- 
tem was wholly unjust. This was a most impor- 
fant river, and contained more water than the 
Onio itself; yet while on the Ohio and Mississippi 
preper, and little wibulary streams, and on the 
lakes, ‘thousands upon thousands have been appro- 
priated by the Government, this river has got no- 
thing. He merely made these remarks to show 
the unjust operation of tae system. However much 
he was opposed to it, he hoped the committee to 
which he proposed to reier it would give the sub- 
ject that consideration it merited. It was due to 
the petitioners that proper respect should be paid 
to their petition; and he therefore moved ils refe- 
rence to the Committee on Commerce: agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of John 
J. Smith, asoldier in the last war, praying a pen- 
sion; referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TAPPAN presenied the petition of William 
Dean, & Co.: referred to the Committee on the Post 
(Gifice and Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition pray- 
ing for the interposition of the American Govern- 
ment with that of Great Britain, for the release of 
the Patriots who were engaged in the Canadian re- 
volution, and who are now confined at Van Die- 
man’s Land, in Australia: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign relations. 

Petitions were also preseated by Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. BAGBY, and Mr. CHOATE; the names of 
the petitioners and purport of the petitions were not 
heard. 

THE VICE PRESIDENCY. 

Mr. PRESTON sub:itied a resolution, which 
was adopted, instructing the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary to inquire whether any further legislation 
be necessary, in case of the removal, death, or re- 
signation of the Vice President of the United States, 
or of the President of the Senate, and to report by 
bi!l or otherwise. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GRAHAM, trom the Committee on Claims, 


reported back to the Senate without amendment, 
the bill for the relief of Ephraim Dixon. 
Also, wehout amendment, the bill toestabiish a 
‘ , 


Board ot Commissioners to hear and examine 
iS agal he United States 
“ir. SMITH, from the Commitiee on Public 
Lands, reported back to the Senate, without amend- 
meat, the bul for the relief of Jesse Carpenter. 
Clark Woodruff, ac- 
The bill was read, 
printed. 


Also, a bill for ihe reitef of 
2 specie] report. 
he rep ri ardered to be 
PHELPS, trom the Commitee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the reliefof David Geiston; which 

was read. 

Aliso, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Samuel Milroy, a receiver at Provinceville, In- 





VortumeE 11--+-No. 6. 


| diana, for money withheld from him by the Trea- 
sury Department; which was read. 

On the motion of Mr. BARROW, it was 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
| inquire into the expediency of regulating, by law, 
|| the appointment of midshipmen in the navy, ac- 
| cording to the representative ratio of each State in 
} 


ene eene en 


Congress. 

| The resolution submitted by Mr. Barrow, on the 
30th ultimo, direeting the Secretary of the Navy to 
|| communicate to the Senate a list of the names of 
|| the midshipmen appointed from the Ist day of Janu- 
|| ary, 1837, to the 20th of December, 1841, and a 
statement showing the places of nativity of all such 
midshipmen, and also their places of residence at 
the time of their appointment, was laid upon the 
1 table. : 

|| Tne following resolution, submitted by Mr. Gra- 
| Ham on the 30th ultimo, was adopted, viz: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
'| to inform the Senate what is the present number of 
| cadets in the Military Academy at West Point from 
| each State and Territory of the Union, and from 
|| the District of Columbia; what regulation; if any, 
|| exists in the War Department respecting the ap- 
| pointment cf cadets, so as io apportion them among 
| the several States; whether the whole number of 
1] 
| 
| 








appointments has at any time exceeded 250; and if 
| SO, at what time or times; and whether, when a va- 
\* cancy has occurred in the corps of cadets, from any 
| 
| 
| 


cause, a successor has been uniformly appointed in 
'| the same Congrezsional district from which his pre- 
| decessor had been selected. 

Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a bill to refund 
a balance due to Massachusetts for expenditares 
made by that State during the Jate war with Great 
Britain, for the services of her militia; which was 
r 


ead a first and second time, and referred to the 


{ 
} 
| 
| 
| 
|| Committee on Military Affairs. 
| The following engrossed bills were taken up, 
| read the third time, and passed, viz: 
| "The bill to authorize the Legislature of Louisi- 
| ana, to sell Jands heretofore appropriated for the 
| use of schools in that State; and 
| The bill for the relief of the Selma and Tennes- 
|| see Railroad Company. 
|| The bill allowing drawbacks on merchandise 
|| exported in original packages to Chihuahua and 
|| Santa Fe, in Mexico, was taken up as in commit- 
|| tee of the whole, and afier some remarks by Mr. 
| HUNTINGTON, explanatory of the bill, and an 
|| amendment made at the instance of Mr. BEN- 
'| ‘FON, it was reported to the Senate. 
| Mr. WOODBURY wished to have the bill so 
1 amended as to embrace in its operations the North- 
it 


| 


1} 





ern frontier; but after some remarks by Mr. HUN- 
| TINGTON, WRIGHT, LINN, and KING, in 

favor of this bill passing as it was, and showing 
\| the propriety of reporting another and separate bill, 
\| granting the same privileges to th’se exporting 
|| geods in original packages from the Northern 
|| coasts, he amendment adopted in Committee was 
\| agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Commiitee on 
|| Claims, reported back to the Senate, with an 
(| amendment, the biil for the relief of Capt. J. 
‘throckmorton. 

The bil! to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to ceriain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the 14:b article cf the treaty of 1835, 
was taken up, ax in committee of the whole, advo- 
cated by Mr. PIERCE, and reported to the Senate, 
i| and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
| The bill granting a pension to Wiiliam Rand, 
was taken up as in committee of the whole, report- 
ed to the S-nate without amendment, and ordered 
| io be engrossed fer a third reading. 
| Mr. BENTO’, said that he would avail himself 
of the first gap in busiress to cal] up his bill for the 
posiponement of the bankrapt law. 


t 
' 
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| 


} 
i} 
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| PROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 
|| The question of reterring the bill and report of 


} 


| 


the Secretary of the Tieasury coming up for con- 
sideration as the unfinished business— 





- te 


; 


ae alla la 
re 


i 
ww 


© Crreleebantet OO att ee 
~~ 
as lh 


Sing gh 
FRE: 
© mee orl sorte 


coat 


: 





‘« 
ow 


jay 


ara By 
MA” 2 


eae. 


ahs. iaipedart Bie ON NEE ey apie ak Say 


- 
Pe 


” 


om 







oe omy 
ae 


% 










ee 


+ a eH a 


rms 


ee es 
Oars SH re esate a 


i 





Aah taggin oo: agen op 


7 ae 


82 





Mr. HUNTINGTON said that, if any apology 
were necessary for detaining the Senate upon this 


question, it might be found in the magnitude of | 


the subject presented. It had an important con- 
nection with the currency of the Government, with 
its business and ils powers; and, in his judgment, to 
all questions relating to public liberty. Ii was 
not his object to enter now into the examination 
of all these matters. He proposed very briefly to 
examine some of the features of the bill which had 
been submitted to Congress now nearly a month 
since by the Secretary of the Treasury. In his 
judgment, he would state, first, that some of the 
principles of the bill had not been understood, or 
were misunderstood, in those sections of the coun- 
try where the bill had met with favor. In the se- 
cond place, he proposed to submit his views to the 
committee upon the plan as it came to Congress 
for consideration. 

He did not agree with the Senators from New 
York and Virginia [Mr. Tattmance and Mr. 
Rives] that this was not the time to discuss these 
matters. He considered, on the contrary, that it 
was the most proper lime to enter upon their consi- 
deration. 

One of the very first acts of the venerable Presi- 
dent now deceased, afier his inaguration, was to 
affix his signature to a proclamation convening 
Congress in extra session, on the last of May last 
He would had justly been called the “good Presi- 
dent,” and who had called us bere, was not here 
to meet us when we came at his summons. Death 
had called him to another sphere, and he obeyed 
thesummons. But our Constitution easily pro- 
vided a remedy, and the distinguished individual 
now at the head of the Government wa: called to 
occupy the place made vacant by the ceath of the 
President. He called our attention, at the com- 
mencement of the extra session, to the subject 
which now forms a part of the features of this bill. 
He submitted the question to us, and we acted 
as duty dictated. Our efforts failed, and 
we adjourned, also in the hope and promice that 
some wise and salutary measure would be pro- 
posed, which would restore the currency, im- 
prove the exchanges, and do the public some ser- 
vice in an improvement of the times. We went 
home fearing, but hoping for the best; and we 
came back with the ardeat wish that the wreiched 
state of things which now exists would be remecied, 
and that, instead of them, some wise, safe, con- 
stitutional measure submitted, considered, and 
matured. We now have this plan before us; we 
have treated it with great resp-ct; examined the 
bill, accompanied by the report, which is drawn 
up with consummate ability, and presented to us 
with all the plansibility which could favor such a 
plan as that proposed. It is this plan (said Mr. 
H.) I now propose to examine. And what do we 
find? A aepreciated currency from the Hadsen 
to the Floridas; our labor not meeting with its ade- 
quate reward; confidence lost in our State securities, 
and a general apprehension that worse is to come. 
And the remedy proposed for all this isan act 
entitled “‘An act to amend ihe Jaws establishing a 
Treasury of the United States.” This aeci was 
proposed for our adoption by those who had keen 
contending for twelve years against Executive 
power, Executive influence, and Executive con- 
trol. It was presensed to us as a panacea for existing 
disorders. It was said by the Senator from Pern- 
sylvnnia (Mr. Bucuanan] that we had this scheme 
sbadowed forth in 1837. It was shadowed forth 
long before that time; and, in 1831, as an hyumble 
member of the other body, he had a distinet recol- 
lection that it was then shadowed forih by the 
Chief Magistrate. He then thonght and said that 
there was not a man who would stand forth and 
hazard his political reputation by the support of 
such a measure. It was then stated that there 
was not amember to be found who would favor it 
upon a committee; and once he remembered to 
have heard it said that, if the Speaker expected to 
find any friend to any such measure, he would 
have to go out of the House of Representatives to 
find one; he could not be found there. 

In discussing this measure, Mr. H. said he in- 
tended to impute motivesto noone. He proposed 
to analyze the bill and report, and to treat the mea- 
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| invest such a power in any agent? 


| exchanges for him? 








sure and reportas they deserved. With his ho- 
nored friend before him from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Preston] be would be governed 
by a catholic spirit, and do what could be done 
for the relief of the country. He proposed to 
examine the bill in.reference to its political a:- 
pects, and its relation to the Government as a 





| matter of exchange, currency, and revenue. It 


was proper to view it allin those lights, in his es- 
timation. 

In its Governmental relations it was highly in- 
jurious, and he believed woull be destructive of 
the public liberty. It would also, in his judgment, 
be destructive in its operations. In the first place, 
said Mr. H. this bill proposesto create a Govern- 
ment institution—to establish a Government Bank. 
Let us see what are its powers, its functions, and 
its elements. Itis, then, a bank of issues, of de- 
posites, of circujation, and in every thing a Go- 
vernment Bank, exccptirng in the discount of pro. 
missory notes. Ti receives gold and silver on Cce- 
posite to the amount of $15,009,000 It also re- 
ceives all the revenues of the Government. It re- 
ceives banknotes. Iitakes from individua's cold 
and silver, from the banks bank notes, and from 
the Government its revenues. 

It was a bank of issue, too. Tt certifi 
cates, with the faith of the Government pledged 
for their redemption. I: issued Treasury notes, 
with a promise to pay on demand. 

It was a bank of exchange, toc, and gave there 
Boards of Control the power to traffic in the funds 
of the Government to any amount. This could 
be done to any amount, and the restriction of time 
was only as to bills bought. These kind of bills 
might be drawn for twelve months. This was 
ihe nature of the powers of this institution, and 
the bill might have been entitled ‘‘An act to es- 
tablish a Government Bank, with power to is- 
sue money, receive deposites, and deal in bills of 
exchange.” 

It was said not to be a hank, because private 
funds were notemployed. This was not necessary 
to constitute a bank. The furctionsof a bank had 
nothing todo with the capitalof a bank. They 


issned 


| were the same, whether the capital was public or 


private. 

Mr. H. surgested, too, that the agencies pro- 
posed, could discount under the form of the bills of 
exchange. When the so-much talked of Fiseality 
was disenssed at the extra session, we were told 
that the bank was to deal in exchanges between the 
States and in foreign exchanges The objections 
to the system of “lrite-flying” under this hill would 
operate wilh tenfold foree over the bill of the extra 
‘ession, and the bill contained c which 
were referred to Ly Mr. H. as cortained in the se. 
cond veto mes:age of the President. 

If the objections to that bill were good, a private 
corporation, as it Was. they were tenfold true of 
this bill to create a public corporation. And was 
not this a hank? Was it nota Government Bark? 
In the first plece, its capital Was G -vernment eapi- 
tal. Its $15,000 090 of money and stock were Go- 
vernment money and Government stock, Its whole 
capital was Government capital. It pledged the 
faith of the Government for a!l issues of deposite, 
and not only was the Government responsible for 
this, but for the bills of exchange which it authe- 
rized. Ut had control over every dollar of revenve 
of the United States a'so, and it had the power to 
plecge $30000,000 of Government securities, 
$15.000,000 of steek, and the same amount of 
Treasury notes, besides the $5,000,000 author zed, 
if necessary, in the bill, 

This bill was invested, in the first place, (said 
Mr. H.) with a power overa!! the revenues of jhe 
country, and, in the secend place, over all the cre- 
dit of the Government. Ii controlled all its money 
and all its credit. 

And what benefit would we have from it, sup- 
posing ii did do what was contended for it, restore 


+ ; 7 
myections 


| the currency, improve the exchanges, revive confi- 


dence, make the business of the country, &e &e.? 
Were we prepared, uoder any circumstances, to 
Would my 
friend in my eye [Mr. CLay] employ me to deal in 
Would John Jacob Astor 
give any one man control over all his money and 
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means? And what did you propose to do in this 
bill? What less than to invest all you possess in 
a Government institution? I am against this in- 
vestment of power (said Mr. H.) I wou!d not give 
it to a private individual. I would not give it to 
the Government with my consent. 

Ihave said this was a Government institntion, 
from the manner in which its capital is to originate 
and its duties to be performed. Under this bill, 
and I speak of this alone, | go further, and say, 
that itis a Government Bank, because the Gevern- 
ment has the management of it. It made the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury and the Treasurer of the 
United States members of the Board of Control, 
The Secretary of the Treasury, under this bill, ap- 
pointed all the subordinates—a!] the agencies were 
controlled by him. He appointed all the inferior 
officers and all the sub-agencies of the agenis, 
They may be removed as well without as with 
cause. The board, too, fixed all their sa‘aries ex- 
cept theirown. In regard to the power of remo« 
val, Mr. H. id notintend to discuss the subject. 
The practice iconstruction of the Constitution, that 
the power of removal was incident to the power of 
appoiatment, was weil understood, and under its 
exercise there could be removal for any cause or 
ior no cause. 

The board also regulated all the premiums on 
exchanges, and this power must have struck every 
man with astonishment; and here Mr. H. would 
say, that if any sate, practical agenty could be es- 
tablished, he would be glad to cee it done, and no 
man niore so. 

Let us see (continued Mr. H.) whether this 
power, the power of removal, can be modified so 
as to diminish the objections tothe measure. Sup- 
pose that the presiding cfficer of the Senate, the 
Speaker of the House, and the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court were the Board, as had been 
suggested. Tne Constitution was unlimited, and 
said, with certain exceptions, the President shall 
appoint. The exceptions were that they might by 
law invest the appointment of inferior officers in 
superior officers. But these (the Board of Exche- 
quer) were not iuferior officers. They had control 
of the public money. They were superior officers, 
and amenable to no power, unless it was to the 
people. The clause meant that the inferior officers 
of their own courts should be appointed, and no 
others. They could appoint inferior officers, such 
as postmasters, because they were officers ap- 
pointed by law. The President was vested with 
power toappoint the superior officers, and they 
were empowered lo appo:nt inferior officers. 

And what was meant by the purse and sword, 
of which so much had been said? It meant, as 
was generally uoderstood, the power of removing 
and appointing without cause. Why was the 
Sob-Treasury oppo ed here, if not for the reason 
that it united the purse and the sword? If it was 
ticht for us to denounce the unscund principle in 
that bill, was it right to stand up here and defend 
it in this bill? 

Ihave said (continued Mr. 1 ) that this was a 
Government bank. [tis a Government brokery, 
too, with power to deal out bills of exchange, 
Treasury notes, and certificates of deposite. It 
had claim to the character of a Government bro- 
kerage. And in looking over the second veto 
messzge cf the President, at the extra session, he 
found the President gave, as bis reasons for op- 
posing tbe second Fiscal bil!, that a resumption of 
specie payments would be liable to postponement, 
because the Siate banks would have to continue 
with their dours closed, or continue at the mercy 
of the national monoply of the peop'e. 

This bill, too, promised not to take more than 
two per cent. a month (thirty days being the time 
limited under the bill) as arate of exchange; and 
this, it would be seen, was 24 percent. a year—a 
rate as high as any paid in the most disastrous 
times. 

Mr. H. wished, he said, to speak further of the 
Government influence over this institution. It in- 
vesied the Government with a power which, if 
abused, would be fatal to its liberties. He wished 
to point to one feature to show this. He did not 
mean to say that it would be abused, only that it 
had thattendency. If you allowed the agency to 
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dealin bills of exchange without funds, the Go- 
vernment would be discredited. All the certifi- 
cates cf deposite could not be produced which 
might be required, and who was to be favored? In 
high times of party excitement, when political ef- 
fect was to be produced, who then wou!'d be favor- 
ed? You must take human nature as it is, and if 
you allow these powers to be given to an institu- 
tion like this, you may expect that they will be 
exercised. That those conjectures were well- 
founded, he would read from the &1st message of the 
President to this Congress, where he said he felt the 
necessity of some fiscal agent. He said that upon 
the establishment of such an egency there might 
be a control of political influence, if placed in the 
hands of the administrators of Government, and 
without jurisdiction. The tempiatioa to abuse 
would be irresistible. So thought the President 
ihen, and for the reason that this power in the 
hands of Government agents, (!o issue paper,) 
without jurisdiction, would lead to gross abuse. A 
truer sentence was never uttered than this, and 
until human nature changed, it would betrae 

The experience of the last year, he was sorry... 

say, had made good all that the President had said. 

One other remark upon the d‘tails of this bill, said 
Mr. H. It provides that these egencies shall 
termine the ameunt of Treasury notes and certifi- 
cates of deposite which shall be issued. ‘They de- 
termine what State shall have an agency, and 
what amount of Treasury notes that ageucy shall 
have. ‘The whole amount of money was subject 
to the BoarJ of Centro!, and thas a State was sub- 
jrcted to favoritism if the Boaic of Cortrol thought 
proper to exercise f’ 

It was not orig any, pare and Gr 
tal, that was proposed, bat it was a b 
a dollar of real ecamital. Ii had ‘Preasury 
and five per cent. siocks, and goid and siiver de- 
posited by individuals, not to remain thrre long, 
for deposites s formed the capital‘of a 
bank. Again, we proprsed! to is-ue three for one 
ii ‘Treasury no‘es, certificates of deposite, and 
bills of excnange. A Government Bank without 
c-pital! And what would we say it a State were 
to create such an institution as this? 

And the bank had the pow cr, too, uf being re- 
pealed at the /peaeure of € pr nonerg? and for the 
reason, as wes said, that it q e public ap- 
prehension. And just as the neeple had aceom- 
modated themselves to Uils <:ate of 4 new 
party stepped in, aud creaied a new insti‘uticn, 
The Pres:de: iid, even asa recommendation, that 
“it was amenable ‘o !aw, and ret 
The people would not submit to this scheme, if for 
no other reasoa than this, that 11 made the plan 
liable to be changed by every pery in 


lee 


»vernmen- 
ink without 






notes 


no part 


tie! ed 


thins Ss, a 


, 
its 


ealable by law ae) 


Yower. 


Oae more remark. To's iostiiution mixes up 
and amalgamaiss all the public interests of the 
Government with the busin acszctions of the 
people. He knew there wa.a set of books to ba 
kept, giving the iran-actioss of each. Bat the 
bill as it stands—and be tock it as it was—did not 
Separate the two int ts, 

Sut, leaving this br he subject, he 
would say that the bank Pro] a aS t On? of 
Government power, Gove nment pre ty, Go- 
vernment inileenee, cont: ihe Government’, 
end con'relied by | G ! nt. S» chef 
this ma'ter, as z 


He wisned io say ai word o e eythance 
power before sing. Th 12 par 


which he weuld not 


, ' , la h 
@ permanent lox th wonld make it usneces- 
sary to have a tar i? ani other matters, ich he 
would pass over toask:f ‘hs plan wou!d bene! 
the country in acurrenc)? He thought not. Just 


so long as a deprecated currency is api 1 
by public opi ion, and olerate d by the Legislature, 
just so long would it 62 impossible to meke a c 


appreciated 


ure 


, rr 


rency cf those ‘certificates of deposite and Trea- 
sury notes. 
If i: were not for the feature in the bill which 


authorized the dealing in bills of exchange, it 
would be impossibl? to make it ef any general u Se, 
the currency coined under it seeking a common 
centre, as regulated by the balance of trade. So 
far, then, as regarded the circulation, he submitted 
there would be an entire failure of the benefits pro- 





aaade Bat. supposing such ab institution 1 could 
control all this—control the currency—no such 
power, he contended, could be tolerated undera 
free Government. Look at the power given to the 
agents over the money of the Government, and in 
relation to the power of dealing in exchanges— 
would there be any corrective of existing abuses? 
The Government, for exchanges, he believed, 
would have come to the mercantiie men, instead of 
the mercantile men coming to them for exchanges: 
New Orleans, in cotton time, would eat up ail 
these agencies. Look at its practical operation, 
then, for a moment, in the city of New York. If 
any institution had the power of drawing biils for 
all the amounts that were wanted, they would regu- 
late the evil; but if one half of the demand could 
be supplied, some other institution would have to 
be resorted to. These bills of exchange would be 
subjected, also, to various fluctuations. And how 
were these agencies to be supplied with funds? He 
knew in the case of a Bank of the United States 
what would be the course of things, but could not 
know in the case of an institution like this. 

Another point to which he would refer was this. 
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury says 
that the plan wiil enable Government debtors to 
pay Government debts. If this were true, would 
it pot look like giving one currency to the Govern- 
ment, and anoiher to the people—setling the Re- 
presentatives of the Government down to the first 
table, and the people to the second? This would 
be the practical operation ofthe bill. If this money 
circulated, it would give the Government a benefit 
to the amount of circulaiion, but it in 
wou d heip the Government debtor. 

he effect of this bill upon the resourees er 
revenues of ~ couutry was most eae and 
here it was proposed (said Me. {1 ) to make the 
Government res so 
ace:ceris incident to the fustitution. All the see- 


ho manner 


msioie [cP aii the mb lakes aiid 


denis, forgeries es Jals se coin, and of frauds, would 
restat the doer of the Gor vernment. Eiow coai- 
mon was it how a see frands committed upon 


public institutions, and Was it well for x: noke 
the hszard proposed im this bili? Could we go to 
he people and do this? ‘Phe Cc 
United Siates wera the 


mmZ.Tess t ac 


KUarciaks of the afeasury 


and the people, and could they feci safe and do 
this? 
Fie bill created, fiacliy, the stion of Cedio; 


and crediior, and Was it weil t> esiabiivh the pre 
cedent here—men of one sentiment aciing for 
those of another? He would not have breathed 
such aa idea ten years sioce, and ‘he truth was as 
valuable now as it was then. 

Jn the remarks, Mr. H. said, which he had sub- 
mitted, he had been governed vy asense Or ainly. 
He had treated the measure with the respect due o 


those who had e posed it. He t! Was 
stoo!, and regarding it as he did, no ‘ can 
Senater could give it, in his opinion, his sepyoce. 
Ia the present siaie of our revenne and buisness, 
he believed uld prove inefficient a's» for the 
pure s 1equired He conid net, herefore, give 
it 

Mr. BATES to contr t nH: bn 
here ¥ ss general wi { », Mr. B 
\ fl t i tial pai 

it be Sena'e asjourned. 

th » OF REPRESENTATIVES 
fonpay, Janu 3, 1842 

The journal haureda read cd ap- 
proved 

Mr. COOPER of Pen Mia, Intl ced 
he Hoos: | Hon. Me. Russet, member 
elest from the State of Penasylvania, (vice Iu 

Lack, dsceased.) who was qualified ani tool | 


On leave given, pi 
fullowing gentlemen, and 

Mr. LANE of Indiana. 

Mr. KEIM of Pennsyivania. 

vir, COWEN presented 
joint resolutions from ths 
of Ohio, the purport ot 
the Reporter ‘ 

Mr. STUART of Illinois, gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce two bills, viz. A 


titlons were 


presented by the 


appropriately referred. 


(on leave) certain 
Lezislature of 
which was not 


ine siate 
heard by 





bill t to > establi sh a port of entry at Chicago, and 
a bill directing certain patents to be issued for 
lands sold in the Land Office at Galena, in Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the or- 
ders of the day. 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The Mouse resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of Thursday, being the follow- 
ing branch of the resolution heretofore offered by 


Mr. Fittmore: 
Resolved, That so much thereof as retates 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 


Which resolution Mr. Arnerton had heretofore 
moved to amend by striking out the words 
“Committee on Manufactures,” and inserting the 
words “Committee of Ways and Means.” 

Which amendment Mr. Ruerr had hereto- 
fore moved to amend by adding thereto the follow- 
ing words: 

“With instructions that, should it be in their opinion expedi- 
ent to lay additional duties, they shall be so laid as not to dis- 


criminate in favor of any particular class of industry in the 
United States. 


And the question being on the amendment to the 
amendment— 

Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON said he should vote for 
the reference of that part of the President’s message 
now under consideration to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, because he regarded it, under all the 
circumstances connected with the subject-matter, 
and the public exigencies of the country, as the 
most appropriatecommitiee. He did not intend to 
gointo a very general discussion of the various to- 
pics that ha’! been introduced into this debate, but 
should give briefly the reasons which would con- 
trol his cour-e of action on the subject now pend- 
ing before the House. Had lhe obtained the floor 
when he first atte mp ed io do so, atthe comaience- 


to the tariff be 


mentor the debate, be should not have cetained 
he Hovve as lone as was Low necessary. Hesew 
thea that false issues were making; that this subject 


was taking a range not calculated to beneiit in the 
slightest degree the subject-matter before the House. 

H- shou!d vote for ihe referance to the Commit- 

>of Ways and Means, for the reasons given by 
eral gentlemen ia this discussion; and had they 
given other reasons, which he inteuded cflering, he 
should have been silent during the entire debate. 
He had examined the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, an! found that there was a deficit in 
the Treasary greater far conceived by 
any member of this House “t the ja«i winter’s ses- 
siop, He recollected foi! well the ¢ cussion had 
on this floor at the last regular session, and the 
tone of public sentiment manifested from every 
quarter of this hall, and reflected from every por- 
ton of the Union. At that session was foend bat 





than was 


one solitary member who urged a higher protective 
tr ff than a tariff for revenue. He recollected 
that the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hun 

tnat the g nan! n Wwew K, [:¥ar. SI UNT, | 


ored the reference tv the Commit- 
anniactures, rose then in his place and said 
+h he represented one of Ube sironecs! ma- 
ing districts in the ttute of New York, 
they ciatmed nothing but incite: tal protection, and 
isfied wit’ that; and that the gentleman 
Massachusetts, [VMir. Cosninc,] now chair- 
men of the Fiuencial Committee, then spoke in 


who had sinee fat 
ter on Ma 
1 mw! , {Rou 
nulactar 





behalfef the preat maenulacturing district which 
e yeoresented; and ‘hat the only individual who 
went for any thing more than a tariff for revenue 
‘as the gentleman [Mr. Lincons] who then repre- 
ented the district in Massachusetts now represente 
ed by his friend [*4r. Hupsen] at his left. Why, 
hea-ked, was this change cf opinion, this new 
issue? Ele sti lentertained the sentiments he held 
then. The Secretary of the Treasury had inform- 
ed them thst there would be adeficitin the Trea- 


sury next year of something like fourteen millions 
ot dollars, which was more than any one had ima- 
gined or predicted; and he (Mir. J.) helieved that 
it would be nearer twenty millions. The revenue 
this year exeeeds but little more than half this 
amount. Then, on theground of revenue alone— 
and ne member had yet taken ground against a 
tariff for revenue—it had not yet been demoenstrat- 
ed, if they raised the standard of revenue to the 
necessary wants of the General Government, that 
they would not necessarily have to give, indirectly, 
encouragement and protection to the manufactur- 
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ing intersis of the country, enough to sustain them, 
whilst they conflicted with no other established 
and necessary brunch of the business of this Go- 
vernment. 

He would make but a passing remark in rela- 
tion to the genius and character of our Govern- 
ment. It was an anomaly in itself, differing from 
every other Government on the face of tye globe. 
We repudiate all systems of excises—all efforts to 
raise revenue for the support of the General Go- 
vernment by direct taxation on the people; and by 
their Constitutions the States have surrendered the 
whole subject-matter of revenue to the General 
Government, and given to it the power to raise re- 
venue from impost duties for the purpose of sup- 
porting all its necessary and legilimate wants. 
They had also surrendered to the General 
Government the power to lay direct taxa- 
tion on the people; and to borrow money to 
supply the wants of the Government; but, 
although this important prerogative had been 
surrendered by the people of the States to 
the General Government, every effort which had 
been made to sustain the General Government by 
direct taxation had met with strong and warm op- 
position from the people. We repudiate that doc- 
trine, but practise the doctrine of jaying indirect 
taxes on the people in the form of import duties, so 
that whoever consume the imports to this couniry 
support the wants of Government, whilst those who 
consume nothing of foreign productions pay no- 
thing to Government. Look at the genius and spirit 
of our Constitution, the tone and temper of the 
people, who are always unwilling to pay more 
taxes than are absolutely necessary, and when we 
look to the present condition of the Treasury, we 
would find that duties laid on foreign imports to 
carry on all the necessary requirements of Go- 
vernment will give sufficient protection and benefit 
to every branch of industry in our country. 

He would take occasion to s3y afew words in 
relation to the remarks made by sundry gentlemen 
in this debate. They had regarded it as unwise 
legisJation on the part of Congress to pass a law 
to divide the revenue arising from the sales of the 
public lands among the States. He would say 
that it never was contemplated when the Constitu- 
tion was formed, and never entered into the 
spirit of legislation after the Constitution was 
adopted, that the proceeds of the public !ands should 
become a source of national revenue. When they 
were thrown into tht nauonal coffers, it was at the 
instance of Alexander Hamilton, whuse able report 
laid down the plan of the sinking fund for our 
General Government, and recommended the as- 
sumption on the part of the General Government 
of the debts of the States. Then, for the first time, 
these public lands were contemplated as a source 
of national revenve. If there was a party who 
were anxious that the proceeds of the public lands 
should flow into the National Treasury, they were 
bound to pursue the course Hamilton recommend- 
ed, and recommend to Cengress an assumption of 
State debts. At the present time, above all others, 
was itimportant that the States should have their 
own funds for the purpose of paying thcir enor- 
mous debts, when they have surrendered to tie 
General Government all power over foreign im- 
portations, and of collecting revenue from com. 
merce. 

He went for the reference of this subject to the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means, in addition to 
the reason now given of a larger deficit of revenue 
inan had been anticipated, because that committee 
was the committee from which would emanate all 
the appropriation bills necessary to carry on all the 
various departments of the Government. It had ju- 
risdiction over the diplomatic appropriation bili, 
over the appropriation bills for the support of the 
army, Of the navy, and all the others, and it was 
important that that committee should, with the 
same eye, take the survey of the whole circle of 
legislauon—view it inall its points and relative 
bearings, and thus graduate the legislation on 
every important subject in relation to the accruing 
revenues to the Treasury. If the subject were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures, they 
might report a bill for the purpose of protecting 
ikeir own individual interest, and in that limited 


degree that they might find, when the necessary 
appropriation bills were reported, that they have 
not revenue enough, because it may be desirable 
for the maunfacturing interests to raise duties too 
high; or they might, on the other hand, for the pur- 
pose of benefiting their own interest, raise an enor- 
mous revenue, beyond the wants of the Govern- 
ment and the requirements which the Committee 
of Ways and Means would recommend. To avoid 
either of these extremes, and place this subject in 
its proper relation to all other inierests and sub- 
jects for legislation, he was for the reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, that they might 
take a fair and philosophical view of the subject, 
and report a system of bills for the legislation of 
Congress. 

Another reason was, that he was anxious that 
this matter of revenue should be, if not the first, 
among the first subjects acted on by Congress. He 
should be very willing to see the currency question 
taken up; but next to that, if not before it, he was 
anxious to see the question of revenue notonly first 
reported, but first called up forthe action of this Con- 
gress, so that they might graduate their appropria- 
tions in relation to the other objects of revenue. If 
the revenue was sparse, he should be cautious hew 
he voted appropriations for the support of the 
Army, the Navy, for forts and fortifications, until 
he first knew the ways and means of the General 
Government, and the amount of revenue they 
might safely calculate on. This single reason 
would be reason enough with him why he should 
vote to refer this subject to the Committee cf 
Ways and Means. 

Another reason was, that he believed a false 
issue had been made in this Hall. Gentlemen 
seemed to suppose that every individual who 
would not go for the reference to the Committee 
on Manufactures must therefore be opposed to the 
protection of manufactures. That was a false 
issue. No oneon this floor was more anxious 
than himself to see the domestic manufactures 
flourish and prosper, and to give them every 
proper and legitimate encouragement; and no one 
was more unwilling to see that interest placed at 
the head of all the other interests of this nation— 
that all other interests should bow down and be- 
come subservient to it. He wanted manufactures, 
commerce, and agriculture, and all the depart- 
ments of human pursuit, to go on and flourish, and 
was unwilling to place any one in advance cf the 
rest, and cause all the others to be governed by the 
mere will, caprice, or peculiaz views of any par- 
ticular interest in the Government. 

Another reason. There were gentlemen who 
pressed this subject in such a form as that the 
Committee on Manufactures shall alone regulate 
and graduate the duties on all articles—shall be 
the judge of what amount of protection they want, 
and take the whole subject under their own pecu- 
liar control; but there was a wider, broader, and 
deeper interest pervading ‘his whole nation, whose 
voice should be heard and counsel calmly and dis- 
passionately taken. The great consuming interest 
of our land, which consumes the productions of 
manufactures,and which were at least four-fifths 
of this Union, should be consulted, as well as the 
interest which claims special and peculiar benefits, 
and to be sole umpire in the case. 

He was opposed to the reference of this subject 
to the Committee on Manufactures, because gen- 
tlemen who had urged this reference had carried 
the idea that they were bound to so shape the scope 
and forms of legislation that the manufacturing in- 
terest alone shall be considered. If they placed a 
protective tariff law on the statute books, and that 
was not deemed sufficient, they would come back 
next year, and say, “You !pledged yourselves to 
protect manvfactures. The law already passed is 
not sufficient, therefore you must how increase the 
tariff. We have invested our capital in manufae- 
tures, and directed our pursuits from other chan- 
nels, and now claim the protection of Government.” 
If they started with the tariff of 1816, next year 
they would carry it on to the tariff of 1824; and 
then the protecting interests would come forward 
and say, “give us the tariff of 1828.” What 
would be the consequence? They would pile tariff 
on tariff; and the effect would be that politicians 


ST 
—_— — 


may be alarmed as well asthe people—‘hat the in- 
terests of the West or South may arise against this 
system and overthrow it; and then they would have 
another compromise bili! That was the history of 
the tariff acts. He took warning by past legisla. 
tion. He was opposed to starting the progress of 
legislation as it commenced in 1816, was car. 
ried on in 1828, and was consummated in 1832; 
but was for legislating on a broader platform, and 
not for telling manufacturers that they were going 
to bend all their legislation to them alone, but to 
direct legislation in accordance with national wants 
and interes's; and when they raised the tariff of du- 
ties, as they must for the purpose of revenue, ma- 
nufacturers must judge whether they can invest 
their capital and direct theit enterprise to manufac- 
tures. When they did that, they caused no violent 
prejudice against their legislation, and gave full 
warning to every department that, whilst they 
raised revenue enough for Government, it was to 
be decided by the jadgment of every man, whether, 
with a fixed revenue tariff before him, it is profita- 
ble for him to quit his farm, or other pursuits, and 
engage in manufactures. 

When they came to practical legislation they 
would find that there were no two interests in this 
nation discordant—that the opposition of interests 
was merely imaginary, and that they only be- 
came conflicting when they separated one interest 
from the rest, and made it chief and primary. If 
they legislated for the purpose of the Treasury and 
the wanis of Government, they were all concordan); 
but if they shaped their legisiation with special re- 
fe:ence to any particular interest, they would op- 
pose other interests, This warfare between the 
extreme North and the extreme South was one in 
which the Middle interest had been silent. The 
manufacturers ef cotton at the North and the pro- 
ducers of it at the South were both sustained by 
the Middle consuming interest. It was that which 
paid both the manufacturer and producer. The 
course of policy which he would recommend for 
benefiting both the North and South would be to 
enlarge the sphere of consumption, by increasing 
and benfiting the farming interests, which pro- 
moted and cherished both these extremes, an! was 
calculated to make a market for the productions 
of both. Tnoerefore, in order to perfect this pur- 
pose, he was for widening the basis of consump- 
tion by asystem of countervailing duties. They 
found now that England, perhaps the greatest manu- 
facturing nation in Europe, had adopted a system 
of total exclusion of the productions of the great 
agricultural in'erests of our country; and the con- 
sequence is that the great producing interests of 
the United States find a precarious and scanty 
market for their productions. The whole policy 
of England had not, as was stated, been directed 
to increasing manufactures. He had taken occa- 
sion to examine with great labor and research the 
British system, and especially Mr. Hume’s report 
in 1840, and found that the whole amount of the 
revenue of England from foreign importations is 
twenty-two million pounds sterling, while the 
whole amount from protecting duties was less 
than half a million pounds sterling; and 
the weight of testimony before that committee 
was in favor of the reduction of even these 
protecting duties, in order beiter to secure the ma- 
nufacturing interest athome. England laid a tariff 
of duties on our woeat amounting to a total exclu- 
sion of it, unless in periods of starvation, and also 
on onr corn, our beef, and grain products. She 
receives our cotton at a very lowrate of duty, 
knowing that we import as much of the fabric as 
pays for the raw materia!: "and yet while we are 
great consumers not only of her manufactured cot- 
ton, but her cutlery and silk, those articles, the 
most important in Our country, the great biead- 
stuffs of life, her tariff system totally excludes from 
consumption, and she never throws her ports open 
to them till her people get to the point of rebellion 
and starvation. 

Mr. J. here briefly examined the corn laws of 
England, and said that the great political revolu- 
tion of England commenced by hostility te them. 
The manufacturing, commercial, and part of the 
agricultural interests were against them. Now it 
was time for the Congress of the United States, by 
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countervailing duties, so to modify her legislation 
as to make England throw open her ports. Adopt 
a retaliatory system, and it would nut be two years 
before there would be a total change in her system, 
and the corn Jaws be repealed. He was in favor 
of countervailing duties, so as to give to the far- 
mers of the United States a double market—a home 
and a foreign market. He wanted to press this 
system when the bill was reported, from whatever 
committee it came up, and without this it should 
never receive his support. If Congress would not 
take this ground in relation to the tariff of England 
and France, and adopt a countervailing duty to 
vindicate the corn, tobacco, wheat, rice, and grain- 
growing interests of this country, no bill on this floor 
should receive his approval. He here further refer- 
red to the corn laws of England, from the operation 
of which it was estimated that the people of Eng- 
land have to pay on meats and breadstuffs one 
hundred and ten million pounds sterling more than 
they would have to pay if her ports were open to 
these articles. It was no wonder that the people 
of England were excited, and that a great political 
revolution had been effected there. There was 
more power in the Congress of the United States 
to repeal the corn laws than in the present English 
Ministry itself. We receive her exports, and we 
have only to adopt a retaliatory system, and her 
system is convulsed to its centre; her Ministry 
could not stand one year, if we of the grain grow- 
ing, consuming portions of this Union, were true 
to ourselves, and adopt a system of retaliatory du- 
ties on England. This policy was no new one; it 
was first recommended by Jefferson, and first legis- 
Jated on in 1812, and adopted so far as tonnage 
duties went in 1815. He read from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury in 1840 in support of 
this system. They had but to stand firm on this 
floor and adopt this system, and they would force 
England, whether her Ministry favor it or not, at 
once to open her ports to the great productions of 
our country. 

Another reason for the vote he should give. He 
found, from the argument urged by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Winturop,] who last 
spoke, that he had gone into very great research to 
prove that the New England States had always re- 
pudiated the tariff system, and that the tariffs of 
1816, 1824, 1828, and 1832, had been opposed by 
a majority of the Representatives from New Eng- 
land. If that was true, why should this Congress 
force another tariff on them, to be repudiated and 
denounced as these had been? Why would they 
now force New England into the tariff system, 
when one of her able-t Representatives told them 
they had always repudiated it? 

Mr. WINTHROP explained that the most he 
had said was in reply to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Ruerr,] who said that these tariffs 
were concessions to the urgent demands of the New 
England manufacturers; that in favor of them a 
majority from the New England States had not 
voted. He had made no remarks that New Eng- 
land had repudiated either of them, or was now 
opposed to a tariff, but merely stated the fact that 
all these tariffs were carried through by the votes 
of the Middle and Western States, and opposed by 
the North. The facts the gentleman was correct in, 
but the inference was net authorized. 

Mr. JOHNSON continued. The gentleman had 
said that New England did not repudiate, but only 
opposed these tariffs. He (Mr. J.) thought there 
was not much difference in the two. The gentle- 
man had said the Middle interest went for these 
tariffs. He (Mr. J.) stood here to warn the grain- 
growing interest of North Carolina and Tennessee, 
the tobacco and corn interest of Virginia and Ma- 
ryland, the wheat interest of New York and Penn- 
sylvania, the wheat and iron interest of Ohio and 
Kentucky, and the interests of Illinois, Indiana, and 
Missouri, while the North and the South had repu- 
diated the tariff, to look to their own benefit a little; 
and, especially by enlarging the basis of their own 
great agricultural interests, they would promote 
both the manufacturing and producing interests. 
Let them so legislate that England, instead of re- 
fusing our produce, shall open her ports; and 
whilst we are enabled to produce greater quantities, 
we shall have a double market, 








He should be be the last to oppose the manufactur- 
ing interest. No one was more anxious than him 
to see the great interests of the country flourish, 
from the sunny South to the snowy North; to see 
the sugar, tobacco, rice, grain-growing, "and the 
manufacturing interests ajl move on in unison toge- 
ther. He would not protect any one interest at the 
sacrifice of the rest, but he went for that legislation 
which was calculated to dispense benefits to the 
greatestnumber. He was national in his senti- 
ments and feelings, and wished to be so in his le- 
gislation, and to adopt a system that should be 
beneficial to the iron and coal interests of Penn- 
sylvania, as well as to the manufacturing interests 
of Lowell. 

He had thus given briefly the reasons which 
should govern his vote ; and, laboring as he was 
under severe indisposition, he would superadd but 
one or two observations. If the policy of coun- 
tervailing duties, as he proposed, should be adopt- 
ed, and England forced to relax the rigidity of her 
corn laws, whilst they would increase the great ba- 
sis of the grain and the pork-growing interest, and 
raise the tobacco interests of this country, they 
would at the same time advance the cotton and 
manufacturing interests of the Union, would ex- 
tend the basis of consumption, and thus increase 
the power and means on the part of the consum- 
ing interest to purchase manufactures and the raw 
material; they would elevate the price of land— 
not only that in the possession of private indivi- 
duals, but the Western Government lands; and 
thus the coffers of the States,so much exhausted 
at this time, would be replenished, the credit of the 
States be elevated, their means augmented, their 
stocks elevated in market, and they be placed in a 
more favorable and expeditious mode of liquidat- 
ing their immense liabilities abroad; and, the mar- 
kets of Europe being thrown open, the balance of 
trade would be in our favor, and our products of 
corn, rice, and tobacco, now meeting a precarieus 
market, would flow thither for the purpose of pay- 
ing off the balance of State and corporation debts 
due there, 

An effort had been made to give a party direc- 
tion to this subject. He was sorry that some of 
his own friends had gone into that lead; it had 
started first, he believed, from the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pittsburg, [Mr. Inwin.] He had no 
objection te his friend making as much capital 
from a protective tariff at home as he could, tut 
he did object to his exporting it out of his own 
district. [Laughter.] Of a'l things ever started 
in this hall it was most unwise to make a party 
question ovt of this. The manufacturer, of ail 
things, wants stability—to go on gradually, pro- 
gressively, and surely; to know when he makes 
his investment this year what profit he will get 
next year, and to know that he is not to be over- 
thrown by changes of party. He (Mr. J.) loved 
the manufacturing interest too well to pursue the 
suicidal policy of making this a party question. 
He would not be governed by partisan considera- 
tion’ on questions of this sort, of great and vast 
interest to the great mass of the people of all par- 
ties. Lle was for deserting no position which he 
took; and for taking no hurried step. When he 
went for revenue for Governiment, he should 
stand by that principle, and leave manufacturers 
to judge whether they can safely embark their 
capital in this business or not. 

In relation to the parties of the day he had but 
little to say. “The least said was soonest mended.” 
But, ashe had been alluded to, and his defeat in 
the State of Maryland, he might be pardoned for a 
passing remark. He must say that they bad been 
defeated: he thonght the Whigs had been defeated. 
Who produced it, whether “Captain Tyler” or 
“Captain Clay,’ he could not say: he had his 
opinions about it. When he went home at the 
close of the last session, he founc the Whig jarty 
in Maryland in a state of very general apathy— 
as cold and flinty as a barrel of frozen “hard 
cider.”’ [Laughter.] Prometheus himself could 
not quickly have diffused warmth through the 
whole cold and inert mass. 

Mr. JOHNSON here dwelt with force and abi- 
lity, upon political events, and he concluded by 
saying that the great good of the nation, and the 
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advancement of the Republic, were not dependent 


on the elevation of one man, or the prostration of 
another. No man was indispensible in this Go- 
vernment. He avoided speaking of persons; he 
stoed here as he did at the last session @f Congress, 
and would repeat the closing remarks of the speech 
which he then delivered, which was prophecy then, 
and had now become history; that he stood here 
prepared to do his dutv and to render to every man 
the justice which was due him. 

[A message was received from the Senate, askiag 
the concurrence of this House in certain bills, the 
litles of which were read, but not heard by the 
Reporter. See Senate proceedings. } 

Mr. JOHNSON having concluded, 

The SPEAKER gave the floor (ihere being 
many competitors) to 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK, who said that he did not 
rise to make a speech. God forbid (continued he) 
thatupon this question, and at this time, I should 
indulge in any comments upon the great questions 
connected with this discussion, 

It must be apparent to all gentlemen that this 
question, in some measure, blocks legislation. 
Many of the csmmittees are inactive, wailing for 
the reference of those portions of the message 
which appropriately belong to them. ‘Phe condi- 
tion of the public Treasury, and many other im- 
portant considerations, call for and justify the 
motion I intend to make. 

I have not the slightest disposition to stifle debate 
in this House; and I would not make the motion, 
if | were not aware that, upon the report of the 
committee, an ample and wide field will be opened 
for gentlemen to indulge in any latitude of remark 
which they may think proper. 

I therefore, under these circumstances, move the 
previous question; and 1 hope that no gentleman 
will appeal to me to withdraw the motion. I can- 
notdoso. And I shall do gentlemen no injustice, 
“ecause the time must soon arrive when this whele 
question must come up, and when they will have 
an opportunity to say all they may desire. 

And the question being on seconding the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said that, asc this was an im- 
portant question, he wovld move a call of the 
House; which was ordered. 

And the roll having been called, 190 members 
answered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been 
called, 198 members appeared to be present. 

Mr. LINN moved that all further proceedings 
under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. STANLY desired to be informed by the 
Speaker how many members were yet abrent. 

The SPEAKER replied, forty od). 

Mr. STANLY hoped, he said, that further pro- 
ceedings under the call would not be dispensed 
with. There were too many Georgians absent 

et. 
’ And the question being taken oa the motion of 
Mr. Linn, it was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to suspend further pro- 
ceedings on the call. 

The doors of the Hall were then ordered to be 
closed. 

And some excuses were received, 

When Mr. LEW!S WILLIAMS, at the re- 
quest, he said, of a number of gentlemen around 
him, moved thatall farther proceedings on the call 
be dispensed with. 

Which motion prevailing, all further proceed- 
ings were dispensed with. 

Aud the doors of the Hall were again opened. 

The question recurring on the demand of Mr. J 
C. Crark for the previous question, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS rose and said he 
had a request to make of the gent'eman from New 
York, (Mr. Crarx;] that he would withdraw his 
demand for the previous question, in order that he 
(Mr. W.) might have an opportunity of saying a 
few words. He did not intend to make a speech. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK said that at the request of 
his friend, [Mr. WittiaMs,] who proposed not to 
make a speech, but simply to make a few remarks, 
he (Mr. C.) would withdraw the motion, with the 
understanding that the gentleman would renew it. 


Mr. WILLIAMS having pledged bimseif to ¢y 
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so, and the demand for the previous question being 
thus withdrawn; 

Mr. W. said, that if he had a speech to make, 
he would not make it on this question, because he 
did not believe it was debatable. He believed tha! 
ibe whole discussion was entirely out of order; but, 
as the Speaker had justly remarked the other day, 
the debate had been allowed to go on so far that it 
would be impossible to arrest it without an impata- 
tion of partiality. 

The only remark he wished to make was this; 
that the question before the House was a question 
of reference solely, not involving in any degree the 
question of the amount of revenue. Suppose, sir, 
(continued Mr. W.) that this subject should be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
suppose that they should make a report laying an 
averace duty of thirty per cent. Suppose, on the 
other hand, that the Commitee on vianufactures 
should make a report, laying an average duty of 
twenty-five percent. Which thea will be the duty 
proposed for protection? According to the theory 
of genititmen here, the Committee of Ways and 
Means would be the committee to propose a high 
protective duty. I repeat that this is merely a 
question of reference; and as to the question whe- 
ther the duty shall be hgh or low, that question 
can arise on!y after a bill is reported. If the Com- 
mittee on Manulacturesshouldrerort a bill prepos- 
ing to lay exorbitant deties, it will be in mv power to 


vote avainst i: just as easily and as readily as if it 
had come from the Commitee of Ways and 
Means. 


I shail, therefore, vete to refer this subject to the 
Commitiee on Manufactures, believing, as I do, 
that the amount of duty is not at all involved in 
the question now to be decided. 

I renew the demand for the previous question. 

And the quection being on that motion, 

Mr, BARNARD put an inquiry to the Chair not 
heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. RHETT remarked (as the Reporter under- 
stood) that when he had offered his instructions as 
an amendment io the proposition of the gentleman 
from New Hamp<hire [Mr. Atnerton] he (Mr. 
R.) had expiessly ceclared that he did so witha 
view of opening the whole subject, and withdrew 
the same. 

So the instructions were withdrawn. 

Mr. FILLMORE thereupon modified his resolu- 
lion (in accordance with the suggestion heretofore 
made by Mr. Sampson Mason) to read as follows: 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to discriminating 
juties and domestic manufactures be referred to the Committer 
on Manufactures. 

A brief conversation ensued between the SpeakER 
and Mr. Unprrwoop on a question of order. 

When the question on seconding the demand for 
the previcns question was taken, (by tellers, Messrs. 
Sotiers of Maryland, and Tauiarerro of Virginia 
acting in that capacity.) 

And the SPEAKER announced the vote as fol- 
lows—ayes 88, noes 88, [a tie.] 

And the SPEAKER vo>ted in the affirmative. 

So the vote stood ayes 89, noes 88 

And there was a second to the demand for 
previous question. 

The question then recurred on ordering the main 
question. 

Mr. RHETT asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose and appealed to the House 
not to sustaia the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. He had himself a great desire to make some 
remarks. He had been assailed personally in the 
course of the debate, and the State which he in 
part represented had been assailed. He hoped he 
would be allowed the privilege of reply. 

The SPEAKER said the question was not deba- 
table. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he was aware of that fact. 
He had merely wished to appeal to the House not 
to withhold the opportunity of reply. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to a question by Mr. 
Hopkins, explained that, if the main question 
should not now be ordered, the effect would be to 
throw the subject-matter over for this day, and the 
question would again be opened for debate to- 
morrow, 
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Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. 
cisely as it was to-day? 

The SPEAKER assented. 

And the question, “Shall the main question be 
now pul?” was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dsberry, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Green, Gustine, Gwin, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, William W. 
Irwin, Jas.es, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Lawrence, Lion, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morrow, Oborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Senjamin Randall, Alexander Ranéai!, Ridgway, 
Rodney, William Russell, J. N. Russell, Salton- 
sall, Saepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Scokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thowpson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
('o and, ‘Vomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Washington, Watterson, Thomas 
W. Wiiliams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, An- 
gustus Young, and John Young—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Atherton, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William But- 
ler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Pat- 
rick ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Camptell, T. J. Campbell, Carathers, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Ferris, John G. Floyd, C. A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gen- 
try, Wiliam 0. Goode, Gordon, Habersham, Har- 
ris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, topkins, 
Houck, Houstor, Hubard, Hunter, James Irvin, 
Jack, William Cost Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Loweil, Abraham McClellan, Robert Mc 
Clelian, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Morris, 
Newhard, Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, 
Reynelds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, San. 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweeney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Weller, Wesibrook, James W. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
W ocod—97. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
put. 

And the main question being firston the amend- 
ment of Mr. ArHertTon— 

M:. BRIGGS was understood to submit to the 
Speaker that the motionof the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. ArHEerton] was a distinct 
proposition to refer the subject to another com- 
mitice; that it was to be regarded in the light of 
a distinct sum; and that the question must first be 
put on the committee first named. 

Tae SPEAKER decided otherwise, seeing, he 
said, nothing in ‘the rule togive preference to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WOOD moved that the House adjcurn. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

And the names of a few members having been 
called— 

Mr. WOOD, by general consent, withdrew his 
motion to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the main ques- 
tion, being firston the amendment of Mr. AtueEr- 
Ton to strike out from the resolution of Mr. Fitt- 
MORE the words “Committee on Manufactures,” 
and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘Committee of 
Ways and Means.” 

Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, asked the 
yeers and nays; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William Butler, William 0. 
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Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Mubard, Hun- 
ter, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, An- 
drew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Payne, 
Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
William Smith, Sieenrod, A. H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Warten, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Wood—95 

NAYS. —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock, J. Andrews, Arneld, Babcock, 
Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Board: 
man, Borden, , Brockway, Bronson, J. 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chi'tenden, 
John C. Clark, Sialey N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Eve- 
rett, Fessenden, Fillmere, Furnance, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, 
Granger, Green, Gustine, W.S. Hastings, Henry, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
Jack, James. Keim, Join P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lawrence, Linn, Marchand, T. F. Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mathict, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alex- 
ander Randall, Ridgway, Rodney, William Rus- 
sell, James M. Russell, Saltonstal!, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, 
James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—104. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And the question recurred and was taken on the 
modified resolution of Mr. FittMore, and it was 
adopted without a division. 
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So it was 
Resolved, That somuch thereof [i. e. of the President’s nes 
sage] as relates to discriminating duues and domestic manufac 


tures be referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

{Norm —For the information of the general 
reader, the Reporter annexes the names of the 
members composing the committee: 

Committee on Manufactures —Messrs. Leveretr 
SattonstaLLt of Massaehuseits, Josepx L. Tit- 
LINGHAST of Rhode Island, Joserpn F. Ranpoura of 
New Jersey, Wittiam Stabe of Vermont, Hiram 
P. Hont of New York, Tuos. Henry of Pennsyl- 
vania, Richann W. Hasersnam of Georgia, 
Aaron V. Brown of Tennessee, Patrick C. Catp- 
WELL of South Carolina.] 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn; 
but waived the motion at the request of 

The SPEAKER, who laid betore the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
milling a report from F. R. Hassler, esq. superin- 
tendent of the coast survey, showing the progress 
made in the work up to this time. Laid upon the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a few extra copies for the 
use of Mr. Hassler; which gave rise toa conver- 
sation between Mr. A. and Mr. CUSHING, (and 
scarcely heard by the Reporter.) 

At the earnest solicitation of Mr. ADAMS, the 
House took up and adopted seriatim the following 
resolutions, composing the residue of those origi- 
nally offered by Mr. Fitumorg, fer the reference of 
the President’s message: 

6. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the plan of 
finance be referred to the select committee on that subject. 

7. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the Army, 
fortifications, and Florida war, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs; and that such paits of the documents accom 
panying {the message as relate to the establishment of a 


National foundry, be referred to the select committee on that 
subject 
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8. Resolved, Thatso much thereof as relatesto the Navy 
and maritime defences of the country be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Aflairs. 

9. Resolved, That so much thereof as relatesto the Post 
Office establishment be salves to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

10. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the Smith- 
sonian legacy be referred to the select committee on that sub- 
a 

Resolved, That so much thereof ‘ 
0 (Golation be referred to the Committ 
lumbia. 


The following additional resolution was offered 
by Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, and adopted: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message and ac- 
companying documents as relates to Indian affairs; also that so 
much of the President’s message as was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs at the late extra session and not then 
acted upon, be again referred to said committee 

And then, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

The House adjourned. 


s relates to the District 
tee on the District of Co- 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, January 4,1841. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a a from Citi- 
zens of Buffalo, in the State of New York, pray- 
ing that Congress will, by a resolution, request the 
President of the United States to intercede in be- 
half of the American prisoners now confined at 
Van Dieman’s land, in Australia. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported in favor of printing the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the 
message from the President touching the question 
of mutual right of search. 

Mr. McRORERTS presented a petition from ci- 
tizens of Illinois, praying tor the establishment of a 
mail route fiom Jers sey vill , in that Sta’e: 


ie to —_ 
the Post Office and 





referred to the Committee on 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Roger Barrow, praying for the arrearages of pen- 
sions due to his father, for services rendered by him 
during the Revolution: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on 
Claims was discharged from the consideration of 
the memorial of Capta in Wm. H. Shreve, and all 
the papers referred to a select commiitee of five, to 
be appointed ” the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
the petition of Lydia Rose, praying the revival! and 
continuation of the pension under the Jaw of 1838, 
be taken from the fies, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

On the motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was resolved 
that the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
for the relief of the heirs and legal representative 
of John Peter, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, it was ordered 
that the papers relating to the claim of en Cc. 
Reynolds, be taken from the files and referred 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, ordered 
that the petition and paper Zadoek Sonth o! 
Indiana, for services on the Ct imber i Road, | 
taken from the files and referred tot the Commitiee 
on Claims, 


Mr. SMITH also introduced a resolution, which 
was adopted, dirseting an inquiry into the expeci- 
ency of granting bounty land to the heirs of Archi- 
bald Parker, deceascd, of Indiana, who was a sol- 


dier of the late war. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, it was ordered, 
That the petition of Thomas M. Isett, pray- 
ing to have refunded him the amount of pur- 


chase money paid for a tract of land illegally sold 
by the Register and Receiver at Buriington, lowa, 
be taken from the files of the Senate and referred 
to the Commiitee on Pablic Lands. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury send to th 
nate a statement of the quantity of public land 
served from sale in cases where the lines 0 
claims derived from Franc Spain interfere with public 
surveys; and whevher, in his opinion, such fractional parts of 
the public domain are liable to the operation of any pre em} 
tion laws, and what injury w vuld resuit to public or private 
rights by extending the benefits of such a law to > the settlers on 
such fractions. 


Mr. LINN snbmitted the following resolution, 
which, as it would no doubt give rise to debate, he 
moved to lay on the table for the present: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to give the notice tothe British Government which th: 





anu 






| 
| 
' . 
\| ing 
| 


| 
Engrossed bill for the relief of Mary Snow was 
| 
' 
} 


Hons 
| Mr. CALHOUN thought that they ought not to 


| — 
| anreai [ro! 


' 
{ 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
i} tore 
| 
' 


i; out of 





convention of 1829 requires, in order to put an end to the treaty 
for the joint occupation of Oregon, west ofthe Rocky Moun- 
tains, andwhich territory is now possessed and used by the British 
Hudsen Bay Company, to the ruin of the American Indian 
and fur traders in that quarter, and conflicting with our inland 
commerce with the internal provinces of Mexico. 


Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pub. 
Lan’s, moved that that Committee be discharged 
| frown the further consideration of the peiition of 
| Joho S. Day, a Canadian refugee, praying an al- 
| lewance of bounty land for his services as a volun- 
| leer ia the late war with Great Britain. 
| «At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the question 
| of cischarging the committee was laid over for the 
| pre-ent. 
| Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
Grand Guif Railroad Company, relative to the re- 
mission and refunding of duties on railroad iron: 
| referred to the Committee on Finance. 
| Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back to the 
Senate without amendment, the bill for the relief 
of H. Cunningham. 
Mr. YOUN, on leave, 
amend the 8th section of the act appropriat- 
he proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States, and granting pre-emption rights 
eitlers; which provides for the disposal of the 
| proceeds to be distributed among the States for the 


introduced a bili to 


| purpose of internal improvement, so that the Go- 
vernor of Tilineis mav proceed inthe execution of 
his caty witheut convening the Legislature of that 


second time, 
the Pablic 


first anda 
the Committee on 


State; which was read a 
and referred to 
Lands. 

P. titions were also 


and Mr “RER: the 


presenter 


iby Mr. CHOATE, 
names of the petitioners and the 
pucvort of the petitions were not heard. 

The following engross d bills were taken up, 
res the third time, and pasted, viz: 

The bill allowing ie on merchadise ex- 
ported in original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fe in™Mexico; 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the 14th Article of the treaty of 
1835; and 

The bi.l granting a pension to William Rand. 

The bill granting a pension to Marg: 
the wi Elijah Barnes, was taken 


aret Barnes, 

up as in 
committee of the w hole, but was laid by without 
action thereon. 


low of 


taken up, as in Committee of the Whole. 
On motion of Mr. KING, the report was read. 
Mr. 
the Senate beft 
which 
port the 
| Mr. 


BATES remarked that the bill had passed 
re; and he believed the evidence on 
the committee came to the conclusion to re- 
bill, w ae be found satisfac 
KING «aid, if the evidence was satisfactory, 
erent ct for the ac'icn of the 

The Com 


to pass fa: 


tory. 





> Pension 
had 


} 
opecarse 


missioner, however 


orably upon the elsim, 

evidence to sustain sufficient. It was 
e cases rejected 

ont for the want of evidence, 

here. IJtshould not be acted en, 
the Department 

plied that 


t wac not 
it Was not 


wrong in principle to take up the 


yartm and 
buat 
. BATES r the evidence was such 
ittee that the claim of 
as just; that it had 
Senate, and at other times the 


tie 
hereto- 





at tacs ta < 
Widow to 


passea tne 
t 


that 
by it to prevent 


the Departmert; 
f nee established 


m the decivion of 
the rules of evid 


i| frauds should not be set aside by the legislation of 
1 Congress 

i i ‘ ' 

|| Mr. PiE Ré CE spoke of the hardships growing 


the action cf the Department in some Cases. 











| The Committee on Pensions, he contended, wa: 
j; Constitute d for the express purpose of taking into 
|| consideration claims in themselves just, that 
| con’ not be admitted by the Departmen’, 
| owing to the strictness of the rules of evidence 
|| He waz glad tosee the vigilance of the Senator from 
\| Al shai [Mr. Kixa] and the Senator from South 
| Carolina (Mr. Catucun.] He agreed with them 
| that great vigilance was necessary to prevent the 


ik passage of fraudulent claims through the instru- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


hi 


mentality of agents. This claim had been ex- 
amined by him and found to be a just case. 

Mr. KiNG replied that the report, accom- 
panying the bill, states that the Commission- 
er of Pensions rejected the bill because that 
there was ro evidence that there were ser- 
vices performed» after his marriage. If there 
was any such evidence, the claim should be 
referred back to the Commissioner; and if the evi- 
dence was good, he had no doubt the Commissioner 
wonld render full justice. If the claim was an 
equitable one, and had been rejected by him on 
technical grounds, then there would be propriety 
in the committee reversing his decision; but if it 
was rejected on the broad ground of principle, 
then that decision should not be set aside. When- 
ever a subject was a proper one for the action of 
the Department, it should not be taken from it. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was laid 
on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett was then 
taken up by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that this was another 
ease which had been rejected by the Department, 
because there was noi sufficient evidence of service. 
He hoped it would also be laid on the table. He 
knew, by exnerience, of the various frauds which 
were attempted to be committed by the ingenuity 
of agents through testimony, who purchased up 
the claims t-roughout the country. He was for 
throwing all sach claims back upon the proper 
Department, where frauds could be more readily 
detected. 

Mr. BATES remarked that ihe rules of the De- 
partment were so strict thatin many cases injus- 
lice was done. The committee was satisfied from 
the evidence that the clain was a just one. The 
evidence was not conclu‘ive as to any specific 
length of service, but was sufficiently strong for 
the committes to arsume tbe faet that he served 
two vears atleast. He had no objection to layiog 
the bili on the table till it could be examined by 
the Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked, was not the Senator 
aware of the fact that cases of this nature are fre- 
quently referred by the Commissioner to the Se- 
cretary of War, who sometimes relaxes where 
there was equity in the claim? He had done so 
where there was a rational doubt. 

Mr. BATES replied that the Commissioner or 
Secretary never relaxed. 

Mr. CALHOUN recounted the abuses under the 
pension law, and much arese out of the testimony 
where there was no record, and where they have to 
depend on the memory; and they all knew how 
dim and imperfect that was when the advanced 


age of those testifyi: g was considered. 
Mr. PIERCE, to show how far the head of the 


stated that he had re- 
a letter to the commit- 
was probably a case of 


Department had shat 
fused the claim, but sent 
tee, in which he stated it 


equity. 
"Mr. CALHOUN remarked that it was nota 
iestion of equity, but merely a question of. testi- 
mony. He conc!uded by moving to lay the bill on 


the table; which was refused by ayes 13, noes 14. 

The bill was the ried to the Senate, without 
amendment; and the quesiion be ‘Shall the bill 
be engrossed for a third reading?” on that 

Mr. eee demanded the yeas and nays; 

hict wel re ordered, 

-~RENTISS further explained the nature of 

The Commissioner refused to grant the 
pension to the widow, because ihe testimony did 
not prove any specific leng rth of service of the hus 
band. The object of the committee was, to review 
cases in which errors might be committed by the 
Commissioner. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, as there was not proof that 
he had served the precise time of two years, cr any 
particular time, but that he had served some time, 
he did not think the committee could correctly as- 

ume that he had served two years. He hoped the 
bill would be laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
question; and were—yeas 27, nays 13. 

So the bill was ordered to be engro*sed for q 
third reading. 
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The PRESIDENT pro. tiem. then announced the 
order of the day, being the proposition to refer to 
a Select Committee of nine the plan for an Exche- 
quer Bank. 

Mr. BATES said it would have been more 
agreable for him to have said on yesterday what he 
intended on the question before the Senate. ‘The 
question was simply whether the subject should be 
referred to a select committee of nine. This 
was the question, and the only one which was be- 
fore them—though the measure to be referred 
was, in itself, a momentous and important one. It 
was to be expected that the Senators on the other 
side would avail themselves of the opportunity to 
express their views on the report of the Secretary. 
It may have been proper for them to do so. But 
he had listened with surprise and astonishment at 


the course of those on the side of ihe Se- 
nate with whom he has been acting. He viewed 
their conduct with pain and mortification. From 


such course, no good could possibly result; but on 
the contrary, unmitigated and unmixed evil. It 
had filled him with despondency and apprehension. 
li led him to belive that nothing could be done 
on this which ot all others the coun- 
try demanded their action upon. It was of mo- 
mentous importance to that country that ac- 
tion, fuil, deliberate, and grave, should be had 
upon it, He did not however rise to debate the 
subject-:iaiter of the report, but to present his 
views on the propriety of its reference. The report 
of the Seeretary, however, prescnts to Covgress in 
an intelligible form, the views of the Presidentona 
measure of vast interest to the people of this coun- 
try. His views are concurred in by the Cabinet. 
And when he reflected on what were the constitu- 
tional views of the President, he thought it did not 
deserve the censure with which iit was met. The 
repori assumes no tone of dictation—it arrogates 
to itself no claim to perfection, and expressly in- 
vites modificaiion. It leaves to Congress to adopt, 
to modify, or to change it at pleasure. He, there- 
fore, thought it should meet from Congress impar- 


passant 
subject, 


tial, grave, and respectful consideration. The 
measure itself may be all right or ali wrong. He 


Was not then prepared to say which. It proposes a 
plan bearing upon the distress of the nation, and 
was therefore entitled to conrideration; and he, for 
one, did not feel at liberty, on a question of refe- 
rence to a committee, to commit himself to its sup- 
port or rejection. He wished all the light which 
the public press and the public mind could throw 
upon it. He wished to know the views of practical 
men upon it; and he wanied a report of an intel- 
ligent committee before he was prepared to act. 
When that report was made, there might be so 
little of a bank—a _ power of receiving deposites 
or issuing of notes, or of discounting under the form 
of exchanges—that his friend from Connecticut 
[Mr. Hontine7ron] would himself support it. The 
proper course thea was to send it to a committer, 
who were uncommitted and unprejudiced, and they 
had a right to expect that that report would an- 
swer some good purpose. What the scholars, the 
critics, say of this report, here or elsewhere, is not 
-of much importance. Had the power been given 
him to make it, he should not care what they said 


of it. It is before the Senate, and before the 
world, and it speaks for itself. That is enough. 
rr 


The country requires some action upon it—some- 
thing for its relief. The President proposes a plan. 
The Democratic party say their substitute for it is 
the Sub-Freasury,and what have the friends on our 
side of the house as a substitute? Nothing at all. 
He tock i: for granted that for years to come a 
bank of discount was out of the question; and he 
believed report of the Secreiary was not 
adopted as a basis for some measure, they would 
after slaying there six months, do nothing for the 
relief of the country. The responsibility of Sena- 
tors, in view of the condition of things, was appal- 
ling. He was oppressed with sadvess of heart, 
when he reflecied on it. Someth'ng must be done 
for the relief of the country, or at leas: it was their 
duty to make an effort to accomplish something. 
That was what, in his jadgment, was required at 
their hands. It required, in the language of the 
Senator from North Carolina, that by-gone things 

should be by-gone. The country feels that the 


if the 


if 
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evil of the day is sufficient. What has passed is 
history. The country demanded at their kands 
anoiher thing—the exercise of elevated patriotism. 
They should, therefore, sacrifice all personal and 
selfish ends, all hopes and expectations of that caa- 
racter. If there was any thing on earth entitled 
to respect, it was the nobleness of mind in a States- 
man who forgeis his own cause for the cavse ot the 
country. Tosuch a man he was always willing to 
bow. 

The country demanded another thing—not only 
that the Whigs should ac!, but unitedly. It was 
not for him to assume the character of adviser, but 
he wished to be permitted to express a hope that the 
projet of the Presi'cat would not thus prematurely 
receive furthec denunciatory discussion at the 
hands of the friends with whom he was proud to 
act. He was for trying to do something, though 
he feared nothing would be done. He believed the 
country would sustain them if they got the best 
measure they could under the circumstances, aud 
leave it for modification and -amendment hereaf- 
ler, Such as its Operation may develope as neces- 
sary. He, for one, was not content to put all te 
the hazard of establishing a Bank of the United 
States, or Sub-Treasury, hereafter, but was for 
acting now. He seriously believed the fate of the 
Whig party depended on the course they pursued 
on this measure; that if they accomplished some- 
thing, under the circum:tances, the people would 
sustain them, but if otherwise, they would cast 
them cff. He refrained from any reply to the ar- 
guments of bis friends against the measure, and 
expressed a hope that it would be referred. 

Mr. BARROW admitted that a plan of currency 
and exchanges was one of difficulty; and, aware of 
that, he was in favor oi old-fashioned experience. 
In the present state of the country, he was for re- 
ferring to the history of the past to ascertain what 
was done when the country was once before over- 
whelmed with simijar calamities. Then but one 
remedy was resoried to, and that was a Bank of 
the United States. He, for one, was tired of expe- 
riments—the people were sick of them. The Sub- 
Treasury was the last; and that was put down by 
the voice of the people in the late Presidential elec- 
tion. That ought to preclude any scheme to re- 
vive it. Could it be thought that the people de- 
manded merely a change of men, and not of mea- 
sures? Was it not equally decided by the pecple 
at the Presidential election, that besides a change 
of men and the rejection of the Sub-Treasury, they 
were to have a Bank of the United States? He 
denied that the elections last fall indieated any 
change of sentiment on the part of the people. The 
apathy at these eleciions was the necessary result 
of the defeat of their favorite measure—the prin- 
cipal and vital measure of the extra session. A 
Bank of the United Siates, it was said, could not 
meet the views of the President. Ata future day 
he would have little difficuity in showing that the 
President was mistaken in believing that the Con- 
stitution interposed any barrier between him and 
his party, as to his adoption of a Bank of the 
United States calisd for by the people. As to the 
report now under Ciscussion, and the bill aecompa- 
nying it, he held that the President wa: responsi- 
ble for all that both contained. He held him re- 
sponsible, not only for every word of the repor', but 
for every provision of the bill. The Seeretary of 
the Treasury says very plainly that he only sub- 
mits to Congress the views of the President. When 
it first appeared, he (Mr. Barrow) took it up to 
read with a hope—though not without misgiviags 
—ihat after a recess of three months, devoted to 
maturing a project, he could find in it something to 
authorize his advocacy; but be had not perused two 
pages of i', ull he threw it down in disgust—his 
cheek burning with the blush of shame, to find such 
a plan recommended by a Whig President. It ap- 
pears that even if there were no constitutional seru- 
ples, a Bank of the United States would not now 
be recommended. 

He asked the country, especially the Whigs of 
the country, what do they now think of the Pvesi- 
dent’s two veto messages? What has occurred 
since to change the condition of the country, and 
render that inexpedient which was then necessary? 
What has occurred to prevent him now recom- 











mending a Bankr, that did not exist when he did re- 
commend one? He had no objection to a Bank of 
the United Siates then, except constitutional scru- 
ples. In one of those veto messages, Congress was 
told the President was acting under the highest 
moral and religious obligations—such as no man 
could disregard without forfeiting public confi- 
dence and the respect of all honorable men. Now, 
he (Mr. Barrow) always doubted when he heard 
political men resorting to moral and religious obli- 
gations as excuses for not fulfilling their political 
obligations. What had he to do with religion and 
morality in such matters?) The Constitution was 
his Bible, and there alone he should look for justi- 
fication. He(Mr. Barrow) could not now en- 
dorse the President’s plan, for he made ita rnle of 
his life not to endorse a second time for any one 
who tet his first endorsement be dishonored. He 
had given in his own veto messages the very 
strongest grounds on which to oppose this bill. He 
promised that at this session he would present 
something to act per se all over the Union; and 
now he offers a per se Sub-Treasury. For it this 
bill be passed, and the Siates pass laws probibiting 
the establishment or continuance of agencies with- 
in their borders, what more or less would this mea- 
sure be, buta Sub-Treasury, per se? This bill was 
nothing else but a Sub-Treasury. What States 
would sanction agencies, to the destruction of their 
own institutions, on the only safe and profitable 
business they enjoyed?) The exchange clause will 
be a nullity. The burden of the first veto mes- 
sage was, that the Federal Government had no 
right to impose branches on sovereign States, 
presuming their assent in the absence of their 


dissent. The Executive dwelt long on_ that 
point. No such hesitation now exists; but in 
this bill he marches forward—and what is 


his language to the same sovereign States? 
Does it manifest the same tenderness and deli- 
cacy for the sovereign States? No; the officers 
of the Federal Government are to march forward 
within the limits of the sovereign States and esta- 
blish agencies—two in each—and maintain them 
there, absorbing the business which sustains State 
banks, till the respective Legislatures enact laws to 
expel them. But let these agencies be once esta- 
blished, and what chance would the States ever 
have of getting rid of them? They can have no 
chance of escaping from them; he would as soon 
think of escaping trem the paws of a half famish- 
ed bear. Once established, no laws will be passed 
to dislodge them. And here the arguments of the 
President's veto messages come into play against 
his own Exchequer scheme. One branch of State 
Legislature might pass a bill with a large majority 
to expel the Exchequer agents from the State. A 
tie vote or the dissent of the Senate might defeat 
it. Orboth branches might pass the bill, and the 
Governor mighi veto it. The main features of the 
bill present nothing but a Sub-Treasury, and the 
monstrous power behind of buying bills of ex: 
change, which is nothing but discounting notes, so 
strongly denounced in the veto messages. How 
any Senator or Representative opposed to a Bank 
of the United Sates can be willing to advecate 
this monsirous project, was a thing incomprehen- 
sible io him. No Federalist that ever lived in this 
nation had ever had the hardihood to recommend 
such an institution. General Hamilton, an honest 
man, though in favor of a strong Government, 
never would have dared to suggest such a plan as 
this. Even Sir Robert Peel, with all his high 
tory notions, and living under an aristocratic mo- 
narchy, would not dare to recommend to the 
British Parliament a bank containing such mon- 
strous powers. If he did, a vote of the House 
of Commons would speedily compel bim to resign. 
And he thought the Prime Ministers of this country 
that sanctioned this bill ought too to resign—he 
meant the Cabinet—and if they did, not being in- 
tolerant, after evidence of some repentance, they 
mizht be reinstated, within the term of the thirty 
days prescribed for exchange notes to run by this 
bill. Congress was told this bill ought to be 
adopted because it does not create any corporation, 
and it does not require Congress to part with any 
of its powers—the bill being repealable at pleasure. 
And on these grounds, it is argued that the institu- 
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tion will not bea bank. But these are not neces- 
sarily what constitute a bank. Ii is the power of 
receiving deposites—or issuing a paper curreacy— 
and of dealing in bills of exchange, whether in the 
shape of promissory notes or pot. These are the 
characteristics of a bank, and these are all essen- 
tial features of this plan. If this bi'l does not 
create a corporation, itconfers on this Govern- 
ment powers inconsistent with civil liberty; and if 
abused—not saying that the present President 
would abuse these powers, but taking the broad 
grounds of human liability to temptauion—‘he in- 
stitutions of the counury might receive a deadly, a 
fatal blow. 

One feature of the measure is, that indivieuals 
are to be restricted, as to time and distance, in 
their dealings with the ins'i'ution; but the Govern- 
ment is not to be restricted at allinits dealings 
with individuals. Their bills of exchange are to 
be limited to thirty days’ date, or thirty days’ 
sight, according to distance. But the Government 
may sell its bills at any dete, twelve months if ne- 
cessary, Or more, cake over the Union. Here 
will be a means of prostrating all the banks of the 
country, should the Government, in the hands of 
any party, be made the instrument of partisans for 
for any purposes. 

Under the exchange provision in this bill, the 
Government had power to prostrate any and every 
bank in the Union. When it stepped in, at New 
Orleans, for example, to operate for itself, and 
consumed the exchange for itself which might be 
necessary, the exchange which belonged to the 
legitimate trade would be found to be monopolized 
by the Government. It would control the market. 
The Government could run upon the banks, by 
offering bills on New York, and thus crush them. 
New York was the great settling hou-e of this na- 
tion for commerce and for all other business: 
Charleston, Mobile, New Orleaus, all settled there, 
If there were not Government funds in New York 
when the drafis were made, the Government, 
through its New York agency, cculd draw on is 
agencies elsewhere, and thus control the exchanges 
everywhere. 

The limitations in the bill, too, were the merest 
cobwebs in the world. One drawing of a bill 
might be succeeded by another, and that by a third, 
to the end of the year; and whoever belonged to 
the right political church could repeal the bill. 
Then, as to the power of repeal. There was such 
a power conferred on the President of the United 
States by the Constitution as a veto power; but, in 
a bill like this, it wou!d very different from a Bank 
of the United States. The Government—the party 
in power—wonld preserve it, and make it perma- 
nent; and they who think differently (said Mr. B.) 
have a better opinion of human nature than I have. 

He had discovered, before this measure came 
forward, the strongest disposition on the part of the 
President to withdraw his confidence from the 
party of which he (Mr. Barrow) is a member; but 
he now saw in this gigantic scheme, an evidence of 
something worse than his withdrawal. So far from 
looking to him now as the head of the Whig Ps arty, 
which had elevated kim to power, he could not 
recognise him as ‘tleien to that party any 
more. Henow called upon the Whigs to separate 
themselves from him. He did not know what the 
Whig party might do in reference to this measure; 
but he knew what he was himself resolved on 
doing. Let others do as they may, I am fora se- 
paration, a vinculo matrimonii, and believe there 
has been Gne a mensa et thoro, Whatever may 
have been the cecision of the people in relation to 
the Executive vetoes and their reasoning, and of 
what he said in one of them, that if he signed the 
bill then presented to him, he would be justly sub- 
jecting himself to the ridicule of his enemies and 
the scorn of ail honorable men; of one thing he 
was certain—he would say, that, in proposing this 
bill the President has ji ustly, subjected humself to the 
ridicule of the Democratic party, and to the scorn 
of the Whig party. 

Sirip the proposition of its exchanges, and no- 
thing is left but the Sub-Treasury; and if it is not 
stripped of the exchange clause, what is it but a 


tremendous banking machine for the corrupticn of 


the Government? He trusted this deleterious pro- 


geny of Northern Federalism and Virginia abstrac- | 


tion would be strangled in its birth. He 
its reference at all. 

Mr. MOREHEAD ob 
ed it to 

Mr MERRICK, on 
went into Executive 
spent therein, 

The Senate 


was against 
ained the floor, bat yield- 


whose motion the Senate 
session, and after some time 


adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 4, 1842. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 





proved. 
On leave given, Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS of- 
fer d the follo wing resolution, which was adopted: 
S( Iv Th at the annual report »f the ( ommissi Mt rol the 
Te n id Office be referred to the Committee on the Publi 
Landa, und that the maps accompanying the same be printed 
and attached to the copes of the report already ordered for the 
use of the Hou e; Provided, The Clerk can procure, without 


additional charge, the nse ot the plaies which have 


cured and pai i for by the 
AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. HUNT asked leave, at this time, to intro- 
duce a joint resolution, providing for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, limit- 
ing the President to one term of office. 
The resolution having been tread for informa- 
tion— 
Mr. WELLER icquired of the Speaker if the re- 
solution was now in order? 
The SPEAKER said, no; not if objection was 
made. 
Mr. WELLER 


been pr 
Senate 


said he objected, then, for the 
reason that the resolution was not now in order. 
He hoped that the House wou-d proceed with the 
regniar business. 

Mr. HUN® said he had hoped no objection 
would have been made to the reception of this re- 
solution, inssmuch as it was, totidem verbis, the 
submitted by him a year age, (December, 
1840.) At the short session, he became satisfied 
action could not be had upon it without injury to 
other great and important interests. 

Mr. WELLER rose to order. 

Tne SPEAKER said the question was not de- 
batable. 

Mr. HUNT said he did not desire to debate it 
now. But he would give notice that, when in or- 
der, he should present the proposition; and shouid, 
at an early day of the sessicn, call it up for consi- 
deration. 


same 


COAST SURVEY. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, House 
ceeded to the consideration of a motion submitted 
by him just previous to the adjournment of the 
House yesterday, to print 300 additional copies of 
Mr. Hassler’s report of the coast survey for the 
benefit of Mr. Has-ler. 

Mr. HOPKINS would lik 
fore he voted, what wou 

The SPEAKER was informed 
said, oe the Sx nse would not 

ay e conversation— 

"HOPKINS suegested that the mction 
is eo las tosay “provid 
not exceed 425.” 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Apams, and was decided in the nezative—ayes 
66, noes al. 

So the extra eapies were not or 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentuelky called for the 
orders of the days lions and memorials. 

ABOLITION PETITIONS. 


the 


nr - 
pro 





e to know, 
Id be the exne 
ry the Clerk, he 


exceed 695. 3 


he said, be 


ense 


should 


modifi: ed the expense does 


lered. 
- being eti 


An animated conversation took place between 
Mr. ADAMS and the SPEAKER as to the nature 
cf the moti 1 aceriain petition here- 
. A. for the repeal of 


n pending o: 


tofore presented by Mr the 
2Q1.t rule. 

After the conversation above alluded to be- 
tween the Speaker and Mr. Apams had _termi- 
nated— 

And the statement of the quesiion being called 
for— 


It was stated to be on the petition of D. E. Ne!- 
son and 39 citizens of Hamilton county, Ohio, 
against the adoption of any rule, order, or regula- 
ton, impairing or limiting the constitutional right 


of peiiuon, and against disparaging cr stigmatizing 





Abolition petitions, or placing them ona different 
tooting from other petitions. 

And the question was stated to be on the motion 
of Mr. Apams, to refer the same toa _ select com- 
mittee, with instructions to report a repeal of the 


| 21st rule—[old edition, and which said rule is in 





the following words: 

‘No petition, memorial, resolution, or other 
paper praying the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the 
slave trade between the States or Territories of 
the United States in which it now exists, shall be 
received by this House, or entertained in any way 
whatever.” 

This was the question as stated from the jour- 
nal. 

Mr. MERIWETHER (on whose intimation of 
debate the question had gone over on a former 
day) took the floor, and, after a few prefatory re- 
marks, which the Reporter could not distinetly 
hear, h¢ moved to strike out so much of the mo- 
tion of Mr. Apams as proposes iastractions for the 
repeal of the 21st rule, and to insert in lieu thereof 
the following words: 

“With instructions to repert a general system 
of rules, and to take into consideration the expe- 
diency of abolishing the previous question, to re- 
establish the one hour rule, and that bills may be 
taken outof Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union at a convenient period.” 

Mr. WISE raised the question of the congruity 
of these instructions with the subject-matter of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams.]- 

Mr. ADAMS here rose, and said that the 
in stating the question, had read on!y a part of the 
journal of the day on which the subject was first 
up. He had not read the fact that, on that day, 
the Speaker objected to the instructions proposed 
by him, (Mr. A.;) and that he then withdrew those 
instructions, a motion of reference 
to a select coramittee; and that was now the gues- 
tion before the House. 

In that view of the case, he dzubted whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia {[Mr. 
MERIwnTHER] was in order. These instructions 
proposed that another commiitee, such a committee 
as we had at the last session for the purpose of a 
eeneral revision of the rules, should be raised. The 
House, he should think, would have had a svffi- 
cient intimation of the advantages of such acom- 
mittee, from the manner in which that report had 
been treated at this very session of Congress-—from 
the manner in which the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Jonnson] had, in the first place, moved to 
mike that report the sp: cial order of the day for 
Thursday, and for every day until disposed of, and 
then, when the day came, moving thatit be laid on 
the table. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Massachusetts make the point of order that the in- 
structions propo-ed by the gentleman from Georgia 

(Mr. Merion ‘HER] are not in order? 

Mr. ADAMS said yes. He objected to 
structions as not being in order. 
two gronnds. Tn the first 
Speaker had decided that his (Mr. A’s) instruciions 
were out of order; and,in the second place, be- 
cause it appeared to him (Mr. A.) that a proposi- 
tion for a general revision of the rules was nota 
proper amendment toa motion merely to refer a 
in relation to a single rule. 

The SPEAKER said iv bade scaped his memory 

‘the instructions offered by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had heen declared out 
of order. The only resource which the Speaker 
had in such a case was the journal of the House; 
and the journal, in this instance, stated that the mo- 
tion to 6 was with instructions. 

Mr. ADAMS said that, whether it was entered 
on the journal or not, he had been told that the 
question must be taien on th» reference, and that 
the question on the instructions must be a separate 
thing afterwards; and, in that view, he had with- 
drawn that portion of the motion which contained 
instructions. ‘Phat, he repeated, was the fact, 
whether entered on the journal or not. He hoped 
that there were other members of the House who 
remembered as well as himself that such was the 
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faci—that the question was reduced to one of sim- || The amendment in the first place was out of arder, 


ple reference, and that it was upon that question 
that a motion bad been made to lay on the table, 
which motion had been rejected. Then recurred 
the question of reference simply. 
motion for a call of tne House; and then the pro- 
pensity to debate of the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. MeriwetHer } [Laughter.] 

To him (Mr. A.) it was a matter of indifference. 
He was willing that the question should be taken 
either with or without instructions; he cared for no- 
thing but for the decision of the House whether 
the petition should be referred to a select committee 
or not. 

The SPEAKER considered that the issue on the 
pointof fact was not very material. he gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] might be 
correct, or the Speaker might. Ati that was said 
upon the floor was not and could not be heard by 
the Speaker. 

The question now would be on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. WISE said he had not yet understood that 
the Speaker had decided the point of order raised 
by the gentleman from Massachuseits. 

The SPEAKER. It is withdrawn. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had not withdrawn ii; the 
Speaker had misunderstood him. 

Mr. WISE said that if the gentleman ‘rom Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Anams] had withdrawn the poiat 
of order, he (Mr. W.) would have renewed it. He 
had been listening for some time to try and 
find out what were the facts of the case, and what 
was the true question before the House. 

The SPEAKER said if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Wisk] would suspend his remarks for 
a moment, the Speaker would state the facts, pre- 
mising that he would only be governed in this case 
by his own recollection, and the state of facts as 
they appeared on the journal. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, on a for- 
mer day, had presented this petition, and moved, as 
the journal would show, that it be referred to a se- 
lect committee, with instructions. Upon this ques- 
tion of reference with instructions, debate was de- 
manded by the gcatleman from Georgia, [Mr. Mr- 
RIWETHER,] Which, by the rule, threw the question 
over, and ithad siood over to this time. The gen- 
tleman from Georgia now moved an amendment to 
those instructions thus moved by the gentleman 
from Massachusetis [Mc. ADams;] and the genile- 
man from Massachusetts now raised the point of 
order whether this amendment could be received. 
The Speaker decided that it ought to be received. 

Mr. WISE said he thought that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia was wholly out of 
order, and if the Speaker decided that it was in 
order, he (Mr. W.) must vote against the decision. 
He would sooner vote for the original proposition 
of the gentleman from Massa: 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. In 
the first place, it was out of order. It was upon a 
subject wholly different from that embraced in the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
The gentleman from Massachuselis was aiming at 
whai?. To repeal the 2ist rnle—to repeal a re- 
striclion on one particular subject, contained in 
the body of the rules; that was the least, and he 
(Mr. W.) was about to say the last, of the gentle- 
man’s propositions. It was t 
on the general 


husetis, than for the 


raise a commiitee 
subject of slavery here and else- 


where. And what did the gentleman from Georgia 
propose? A commitiee to report a general system 


of rvle«. 
he SPEAKER DoTunderstand the gentle- 
man to appeal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. WISE said no; be understood the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apamsj as making 
a point of order, and he (Mr. W.) was sustaining 
and seconding it. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has not appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. WISE. I have not anderstood the Speaker 
as having vet decided 

Tne SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the amendmeut of the gentleman from Georgia 
{[Mr. Meriwetier] should be received. 

Mr. WISE appealed, then, from the decision. 


Then came ihe || 











because not one of the propositions con'ained in it 
touched the subject-matierof the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired of the Speaker, what 
the question was? Had an appeal been taken? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative 

Mr. WISE proceeded. He contended that the 
revisal of the genera! sysiem of rules had nothing 
to do with the proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts 

What was the second point of the gentleman 
from Gecrgia? The abolition of the previous ques- 
tion. He (Mr. W.) had never been its advocate; 
he had always warred against it. But there was 
one thing which was worse than the previous ques- 
tion—and that was embraced in the third point of the 
gentleman from Georgia; it was the abolition of 
the freedom of debate, the timing of men in the ex- 
pression of their sentiments. What had that to do 
with the subject embraced in th» proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachuse'ts? And the next 
point of the genileman from Georgia was to de- 
prive the minority of the right of speech—of the 
propogation of opinion; of the exposi'ion of opi- 
nion, and of the charges and abuses of the Govern- 
ment, when in Committee of the Whole on the 
staie of the Union. 

If the Speaker could show that there was the 
least congruity between either one of these points 
end the one embraced in the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachuseits, he (Mr. W.) 
would agree that the amendment was in order. 
And, if it were in order so to do, he wou!d proceed 
now to discuss the merits of each one of these pro- 
positions, 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order 
now to do so. 

Mr. WISE. At the suggestion of a friend, I 
withdraw my appeal from the decisicn of the 
Chair, and move to lay the whole subject on the 
table. 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired of the Speaker if it was 
in order to move a modification of the proposition? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not now in 
crder. 

Mr. ARNOLD expressed the hope that the gen- 
tieman from Georgia [Mr. MeniwetHer] would 
consent so to modify his proposition as to strike 
ont that portion of it which related to the abolition 
of the previous question. With that modification, 
he (Mr. A) would vote in favor of the proposi- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said that if the motion to lay 
on the table should be voted down, it would be is 
the power of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ARNOLD] himself to move an amendment such as 
he had suggested, 

Mr ARNOLD repeated his suggestion to Mr. 
MERIWETHER. 

Mr. WISE called for the question. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Speaker that the 
Flouse had already decided once not to lay the ques- 
tion On the table. : 

The SPEAKER. Not in this shape. 

Mr. ADAMS. What is the difference in the 
shape? 

Mr WISE cailed for the question. 

Mr. ADAMS said, not yet. He wished to go 
one step further back. 

Mr. A. was then understood to say, that he had 
not understood the Speaker as deciding the pri po- 
siiion of the gentleman from Georgia to be in 
order. And if the Speaker said that he had so de- 
cided, he (Mr. A.) would appeai from the decision. 
The Speaker had said he had decided, but he had 
not. [Loud cries to order.] 

Mr. WISE hoped the Speaker would demand 
order in the Houre, 

The SPEAKER said there was no difficulty be- 
tween the gentleman from Massachusetis and the 
Chair. 

Mr. ADAMS. The Speaker said he had de- 
cided, but he had not. I certainly should have ap- 
pealed instantly. 

A conversat'on bere arose, involving the state of 
facts, which was participated in by Messrs. WISE, 
ADAMS, FILLMORE, WINTHROP, and the 
SPEAKER. 


When Mr. JAMES asked the yeas and nays or 
| the motion of Mr. Wise to lay the whole subject 


on the table. F 

And they were ordered. 

{A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United Siates, by the hands of 
Ropert Ty er, csq. his Secretary.] 

Mr. BIDLACK eatled for the reading of the 
proposition of Mr. Meriwetser; which having 
been resd— 

The question on the motion of Mr. Wise wa 
taken, and decided in the affirmative by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff, W. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, 
3;ewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Carnihers, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, 
William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gwin, 
Habersham, Uarris, Joha Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Huater, 
Jack, Wm. C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, J. T. Masou, Matthews, Medill, Meri- 
wether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pone, Powell, Profit, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, 
Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Swe- 
ney, Taliaferro, J, B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Jacob Tnompson, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Wiiliams, Joseph L. Wil 
liams, Wise, and Wood—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 
Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, J. Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, J.C. Clark, S. N.Clarke, Cooper, 
Cowen,Crans‘on, Cravens, Cushing, John Edwards, 
Evereit, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Granger, Gustine, Hall, William 8. 
Hastines, Henrv, Hudson, Hant, James Irvio, 
William W. Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lawrence, Linn, Lowe!!, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, 
Osborne, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Aiexaoder Randail, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Rus- 
sel], Salionstal!, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stu- 
art, Tiilinghast, Toland, Trambull, Underwood, 
Van Rensselaer, Winthrop, Augustus Young, and 
John Young.—& 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 

[A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the passage of certain bills, (the titles of 
which were not heard by the Rep rter,) and asking 
the concurrence of this House therein. See Senate 
proceedings. } 

The SPEAKER said ihat there were on the tabie 
about iwenty petitions, presented on the same day, 
and on the same subject-matter as that just disposed 
of, and which, cebate being demanded, had also 
been ordered to lie over. No question had beea 
raised, but debate being demanded, they were ieft, 
supposing that the decision of the question just 
taken would dispose of them also. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved that they be all laid on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays on the 
laying the first of the series on the table, which 
were ordered. 

And the roll having been ca'ied through— 

Mr. STANLY (pending the annuciation of the 
vote) rose ard desired to be informed by the Speak- 
er al what stage of the proceedings it wou!d be in 
order to move that gentlemen who had noi voted, 
should be called upon to do se? 

His object in making the inquiry was, that there 
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were certain supporters of Martin Van Buren who 


had been desirous of making political capital out of 
this question, who had not voted. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was not 
order. 

Mr. STANLY said there were gentlemen on this 
floor—one from New York especially—who had 
not voted. He(Mr.S.) had made the inquiry ia 
order that these gentleinen might be compelled to 
vote. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right to 
demand that any gentleman who was within the 
bar shall vote. 

Mr.STANLY. A Representative from the city 
of New York did not vote on this question, avd I 
think he should be compelled 

(Cries—Name him.] 

The SPEAKER, (ad iressing 
Will the gentieman give the name? 

Mr.STANLY. Yes; M°. Roosrevetu 

Mr. ROOSEVELT (addressing ac. STANLy) 
was understood by the Reporter to say,*Ii you 
want my sentiments on that question, you shall 
have them. 

Mr. STANLY. No;I want your vote; tf 
have sometimes voted both ways. 

The SPEAKER called to order. and read {! 
rule, (new edition,) w hiel h is as follows: 

“Every member who shall be in the House when the que 1 


\ 
is put shall give his vote, unless the House, for speci 
shall excuse him.” 


in 


Mr. S 


TANLY ) 


r yo u 


ve 40th 


Mr. STANLY said he would not press the mat- 
ter. He only wished to call attention to the jaet. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT. [am happy to find that my 
vole is of so much importance to the geniivmaa 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. STANLY said the gentleman’s vote was of 
no importance to him (Mr. 8.) that he knew of, 
nor to any body else. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote—ayes 
103, noes 87, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs Landaff W. Andrews. 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Samson 
H. Butler,Wm. Butler,Wm. 0. Butler, P. C. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thos. 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Carey, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. 
D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doiz, East- 


Ather 


n, 


man, Jchn C. Edwards , Charles A. Flovd, Thos. 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, William O 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Habersham, 


Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Isaac C. Jenes, Keim, John P. Kennedy, 
Lewis, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Marchand, 
John T. Mason, Matthews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pope, 
Powell, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Stan] ly, 
Steenrod, John T. Stuart, Ricsnane. Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Taompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van- 
Buren, Ward, Warren, Washingien, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook. James W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph GR 
Williams, Wise, and Weod—103. 
NAYS—Messtrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brewster, 
Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 





Brig aS, 


Burnell, 


Calhoun, Childs, Chiitendex John C Clark, 
Staley WN. Clarke, Bian” Cooper, Cowen, 


Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Jobn G. Floyd, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Giddings, P. G. Goode, Granger, 
Gustine, Hall, William S. Hastings, Henry, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Lowell, Ro- 
bert McClellan, Alfred Marshall, Sanson Mason, 
Maithiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendle- 


ton, Plumer, Ramsey, B. Randall, Alex. Ran- 
dall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stokely, Tillinghas', Toland, Tomlinson, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Winthrop, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—87, 


— 
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So the petition was s laid on the table. 


The peiition of S.S. Sheldoa and 361 others, of 


New York Mills, presented heretofore by Mr. 
Froyp of New York, coming up in its tura— 
; g UF 
Mr. ADAMS (after some conversation with the 


Speaker) asked for a vote on all the petitions seria- 
tim, though, he said, be would not call for the yeas 
and nays 

Mr. STANLY asied the yeas and 
were ordered, 

Mr. RCOSEVELT appealed to the gentl 
who made the motion to lay on the table to 
draw it for a moment, to enab 
n explanation. 

Mr. GAMBLE declined. 

The question was then taken, 
lows: 


nays; which 
nan 
Wiih- 
e him to say a word 


and decided as fol- 


YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Bart« Beeson, Bidiack, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, muene, 8. H. Butler, Wil- 
liam Batler, Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldweil, J hn Campbell, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 


Carey, Casey, Chapman, Clifford Coles, Cr Ss, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, Joon C. Edwars, 
Charl A. Floyd, Tnomas F. Foster, Gambie, 
Gilmer, G ezin, William ©, Goode, 
Grabam,Gwit 1 Hat ye rshan n, Harris, 

Hopkins, an k, Houston, Hut 
Jack, William Cost Johnsen, Cave Johns 
D. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, Marchand, John Tho maps on Mason, Me- 
dill, Meriwether, M: lier, Moo. yhard, 
Payne, P Powell, Reding. Reyni lds, Rig 


Gordon, 
Hays, Holmes, 
arc, Hunter 


n, Isaac 


New Onelon ‘ 


one 
prs 


vs 
Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Sh-pperd, William 
Smith, Sayder, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Richard Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tar- 
nev, Van Buren, Ward, Warren. Washington, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 


JosephL. Williams, Wise, 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, 
drews, Arnold, Babcock, 


and Wood—107. 
Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
Baker, Barnard, Birds- 


eye, Boardman, Borden. Briggs, Brockway, Bron- 
son, Jeremiah Brown, Barnell, Calhoun, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, S. N. Clarke, Clinton, 


Cooper, Cowen, 


Cranston, Cravens, 
Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, 
Jonn G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster. 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Gustine 
S. Hastings. Henry, Hudson 
W. Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, 
Linn, Lows Alfred Marsha}l, ae mn Mason, 
Maithiot, Mattocks, Maxwel}, Morris 
Osborne, Parmerter, Partridge, Pendle- 
Plumer, Ram-ey, Benjamin Randal!, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russ a os 
Russc!!, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade. T, um 
Smith, Stekely, Tillinghast, Toland, Tx lies 
Trumbu!!, Van Renss Weailace, Winthrop 
Avegustus Young, and John Young—83. 
the petition was laid on the table. 
reral other petitions, of the series, were laid 
the table without a division; »hen the House 
was suddenly brought up all! standing on the 
REFERENCE OF TITE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
ARNOLD rose to make a motion, which, he 
perhaps give offence to 


‘Cushing, 
Fillmore, 
Gates, Gid- 
+, Hall, William 
Hunt, J. Irvin, W. 


MV } 
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Morrow, 
ton, 


ell, 


’ 
laer, 


TA TM ¥2 


on 


said, 


might 


zome of bj 


friends. It wasa privileged motion. He moved 
to reconsider the vote of yesterday on the amend- 
ment of : gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
ATHERTON] proposing to refer so much of the Pre- 


sident’s mes cag > a8 related to the tariff to the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means. 

As he did not wish to detain gentlemen, and as 
this was a Jittle matter between himself and two of 
the Representatives from New Hampshire, [Messrs. 
Burke and E aoe) and as the usual dinner bour 
had nearly arrived, and gentlemen might wish their 
dinners, he would merely tax the gentlemen re- 
ferred to and the Speaker to stay and hear what he 
had tosay. It was due to himself that he should 
make this motion 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Speaker if this 
motion was now in order? 

The SPEAKER, It is 


a privileged question, 


|| 


hi 


91 


and rides over all others except the question of ad- 
journment. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether the question of re- 
consideration was debatable; the House having, 
by the previous question on the resolution, evinced 
a determination tout an end to the debate, and 
whether it was not for the House to decide whether 
it would go into the question of reconsideration at 
this time. 

Mr. ARNOLD said, 
ihe House, 
not feel 








as it was the pleasure of 
he would go on now; and he should 
slignt.d if gentlemen cid not remain and 
hear hin. _ had been assaile:; he did not regard 
that, but his State had been assailed, and his con- 
stituents; and, aace was the worst of all, his De- 
mocratic constituents were assailed by a Demo- 
cratic member on this floor. He was placed in 
the ree position of defending his Demo- 
cratic constituents from the attacks of one pro- 
lati a Democrat. His Demozratic constitu. 
ents had cies stizmaltiz d being neither able 
to read or write; and if he were to sit by 
here and not appear “in defence of them, it might be 
said that it was owing to his political bias, and that 
if they had been Whigs, he should have been fore- 
most to defend them. This was one of the most 
powerlu! stimulants to him to rep.y to the assault 
made by the gentleman irom Net w Hampshire on 
hisgonstituents. He knew no difference between 
his constituents on this fl he represented them 
alike, and vs iheir interests were attacked— 
when the ir ation was a sail d, he held the 
reputation of a Demovrat who was one of his con- 
stituents just as sacred as the reputation of a Whig; 
there was no duference. He thought that the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire—if he might be per- 
mitted to judge of so learned a gentleman, coming 
from so learned a State—bad been on this occasion 
exceedingly unfcr:nngt 3 
Mr. BURKE inarir:d 


as 


“pt i 


of the gentleman from 
Tennescer if all his consti'uents who were unable 
to read and write were Deniocrat+? 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would show the gentle- 
man presently, when he came to that part of his 
subject, that even his Deinceratic constituents were 
as learned {as they were in New Hampshire. He 
remarked just now that the gentleman had been 
exceedingly unfortunate on this occasion, for, 
in assailing his (Mr. A’s) consti'uents, he had 
assailed one of his own friends. ‘There was once, 
said Mr. A. an Irishman of the name of Burke, 
Edmund Burke, he believed, who was a very dis- 
tinguished orator and statesman. There was also 
another Burke, a Scotchman, who was distinguish- 


ed in another —_ Now, Mr. A. said, he did not 
wish transg gi the rules of the House, but he 
snould like to ee ow from which of the distinguish- 


pe staal had named, the gentleman from New 

Hampshire | Wr. Burke] drew his lineage. 
Mr. BURKE said he would answer the gentle. 
man’s question in the Yankee way, by asking 
him another. He would ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee if he drew his lineage from Benedict 
Arnold. 

Mr. ARNOLD. 
shire trick. He 
ngilive. 
mark, 


Taat was areal New Hamp- 
regretted to see the gentleman 
He must apply to him that stale re- 


so se 


“The gal 
Her wi 


| jade eee 

heres are well wrung.’ 
And they would be better wrung 
them. The gentleman did not choose to answer, 
and he (Mr. A ) therefore took it for granted, from 
he course pursued by him 6On this occasion, that 
he claimed his lineage from this Scoich Burke, the 
‘“resurrectionist,” whose profession was to go about 
with banditti, and when tiey could not geta fresh 
grave to open, they took the living and clapped 
them into a bag; and that was called “burking” 
them. He supposed the gentleman thought he 
would “Burke” him, (Mr. A ) but in attempting 
to “Burks”? him the gentleman had been exceed- 
ingly unfortunate, and had ‘“Burked” his own 
friends, had dixinterred one of them, had raised or 
ee [alaugh] one of them. He (Mr. A.) 
meant the distinguished member of the Tennessee 
Legislature, Mr. Dew. He wished to show a few 
discrepancies of the speech of the honorable gentle. 
man from New Hampshire, and would begin with 


before he left 
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his distinguished Democratic friend in the Tennes- || speaking, the debate was irrelevant, and would be 


see Legislature. 

Mr. BOWNE called the gentleman from Tennes- 
see to order. 

Mr. ARNOLD sail it was too late in the day. 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to state 
his peint of order. 

Mr. BOWNE understood that the question was 
on the motion to reconsider the vste of yesterday; 
and what relation, he asked, have the remarks of 
the gentleman to this question? How were they 
germain or pertineatto the question? If they were 
not, he objected to them. The dignity of this 
House, as wel! as of the nation, required that such 
a debate as they had had onthe main question, and 
was now atlempted to be continued, should be put 
an end to. 

Mr. BUKKE appealed to the genileman from 
New York to withdraw his point of order. He 
wished the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Ar 
MOLD] to be allowed to proceed 

Mr STANLY <aid, it the geatleman from New 
York [Mr. Bowne] had been anxious to preserve 
the dignity of this House, and had come here a 
week ago for this purpose, he (Mr. S.) would have 
gone with him in it. But the debate had gone on 
in the widest range, and the gentieman from Ten- 
nessee considered himself and his constituents 
grossly assaulted; and now common justice, de- 
ceacy, and the dignity of this House required that 
the gentleman should be allowed the same latitude, 
in reply to what had been said on the main ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BOWNE said that from domestic misfor- 
tune he was not present when the discussion on 
this subject tock so wide a range. Hethought thi 
Jatitude of discussion exceedingly improper, and 
that justice to the country required that it should 
be putastop to. He regretted that he could not 
accede to the request of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire. 

The SPEAKER said that, strictly, the debate 
was notin order, nor had been much of that al- 
lowed on the main question. The debate had wi- 
dened out by degrees, and the Chair did not con- 
sider himself, aiter the debate had gone on so far, 
at liberty to arrest it now. The question of order 
had been raised some days since by the gentleman 
on his left, [Mr. G. Davis,] and the Chair had not 
at that time felt himself at liberty to arrest the de- 
bate, so wide a range had been already allowed by 
the House. As long as the remarks were not per- 
sonal, the Chair could not arrest the debate. 

Mr. WM. 0. BULLER appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Chair, and called the yeas 
the appeal. 

Mr. CARY of Virginia wished to remind the 
Horse, before taking the question on the 


i 


and . 
ana bays on 


2ppral, 
that the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mi 
ATHERTON] did not first assail the gentleman trom 
Tennessee; but that it was his reply to the axsault 
made on him and his noble State, that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee now sought again to reply to. 
He protested against the debate being allowed to 
go on any further, and hoped the dignity of the 
House would suppress such discussion. 

Mr. ARNOLD wished the gentie 
of the dignity of the House a little earlier. 

Mr. WISE inquired if the Chair had decided 
that these remarks were not in order? 

The SPEAKER: Not strictly ia order. 

Mr. WISE said, during the organization of th 
House a latitude of debate had been allows igreatet 
than usual; but the House, by the previous ques- 
tion, had now cut off the debate—the majority had 
already arrested it. And now the question was 
raised entirely anew, whether such a debate, wholby 
irrelevant, and avowed to be so, should be renewed 
again. When was it to stor? If the House let 
one member rise and respond to remarks which 
had been made on the debate of the main question, 
others must be permitted to reply, in all fairness, 
and where were they to stop? He hoped the House 
would dispose of this question of reference, and 
Jet it stand where it was. 

Mr. GILMER had understood the Chair to de- 
cide that this debate was not in order, and inquired 
if he was mistaken in this? 

The SPEAKER said he had decided that, strictly 


nan had thoucht 


SSS SSNS 


out of order, except for the indulgence that had 
been already allowed by the House. The debate 
had been permitted to take such e latitude that the 
Chair now overruled the question of order. 

Mr. GILMER said when he arose he was under 
the impression thatthe Chair had decided that the 
debate was out of order, and was intending to sug- 
gest that the member could rot proceed without 
leave of the House; and that the question of leave 
would be first in order, befcre the question on the 
appeal. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said this was merely 
a question whether they would reconsider the vote, 
and this discussion was not now in order. He 
tcusted the course of debate would be stopped, and 
then, when the House had agreed to reconsider, 
they would be in their original position; the ques- 
ticn be open to debate, and he should wish to de- 
bate it. 

Mr. ARNOLD said, of all gentlemen he had 
ever seen on this floor, be thought the gentleman 
from the precincts of Philadelphia (Mr. Brown] 
onght to be the last to raise the question of irrele- 
varncy. He had heard him [Mr. Brows] make 
many speeches, and his own friencs had generally 
said they had nothing to do with the subject. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to ca!l attention to the 
321 rule of the House, which he read, to show that 
the question was not debatable. 

The SPEAKER, in reply, ref-rred to another 
rule, which, as he considered, authorized members 
wishing, to speak once on the subject. 

Mr. GILMER said, with perfect deference to 
the Chair, he would propound a single question. 
He had understood the Chair to decide that this 
debate was strictly out of order, and, notwithstand- 
ing, the Chair permitted it to proceed. He would 
inquire of the Chair where he derived the authority 
to permita debate strictly out of order to proceed 
at all? 

Mr. STANLY called the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Gitmer] to order. s 

The SPEAKER replied that he could not arrest 
the debate on his own responsibility, afier it had 
been indulged by the universa! leave and sanction 
of the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he merely wished to say in 
jnstification of himself, and the Speaker would 
bear witness to the truth of it, thatat the begin- 
ning of this debate no man had regretted it more 
than he did; and seeing how it was widening by de- 
grees,until it should cover the whole face of the 
earth, he had gone tothe Speaker to know if there 
was noisome rule by which they conld stop this 
discussion. The Speaker had told him there was 
not. He had been obliged to submit; the debate 
had gone on and on; and in reply to a few remarks 
of the gentleman from New Hampshire, the whole 
delegation of that State had poured on him their in- 
dignation, and not only he, but his constiimenis had 
been most furious!y assaulted; and now he was 
utterly astonished that there should be an attempt 
to cuthim outof replying to these things. After 
the debate had gone on to such a length that they 
could not stop it, he had allowed gentlemen to go 
on; the question of order was made on the gentle 
man from New Hampshire—one of those who had 
assaulted him (Mr A.) so furiously and fiercely; 
and he had then appealed to the gentleman frem 
Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] to withdraw the question 
of order, and allow the gentleman toe proceed. He 
wished now to be allowed to reply to him. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN succeeded, amongst many 
competitors, in gaining the floor, and said he wished 
to state his reasons for voting to sustain the deci- 
sion of the Chair. 

Mr. WM. O. BUTLER said, as the appeal 
would lead to a debate, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. BOWNE renewed the appeal. 

Mr. IRWIN then said he should sustain the de- 
cision of the Chair, because he wished the gen'le- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Arnovp.] and every 
gentleman, to have full opportunity to say just what 
they might please; and he wished, at some future 
period, when the rules of the House were all laid 
aside, an opportunity of replying to some half do- 
zen gentlemen, who had went off half-cocked at 


’ 


him, misunderstanding and misrepresenting—un- 
intentionally no doubt—what he bad said. 

Mr. WM. SMITH addressed an inquiry, which 
was not understood, to the Chair. Ino reply to 
which, 

Tne SPEAKER said he had decided that he 
could not arrest any debate which was in reply to 
remarks that had been wade. 

Mr. SMITH asked if they, by permitting this de- 
bate to go on, were to open a field for these gentle- 
men to settle their private griefs? Was this debate 
to be re-opened for the purpose of enlightening the 
public mind, or for gentlamen to settle their private 
differences? 

[Cries of “Question,” ‘‘question,” were heard 
from many voices.] - 

‘The SPEAKER said the question would be on 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH further opposed the allowing this 
debate to proceed; and said, if it should be re-open- 
ed, he should desire an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. STANLY said this was only an extra al- 
lowance, because the gentlemaa from Tennessee 
[ Mir. ARNoLpD] occupied a peculiar position. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia supposed, from the re- 
mark of the gentleman from North Carolina, that 
ke had not as yet received the extra allowances 
which he so much needed; but he promised the gen- 
tleman that, before the end of the session, he should 
receive his full share of them. 

Mr. STANLY. Iam ready; and shall be very 
glad to receive them. 

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman shall certainly 
have them. 

[Cries of “order,” “order.’’] 

Mr. PROFFIT, after repeated attempts, succeed- 
ed in getting the floor, and said he presumed the 
House would now see the necessity of coming to 
something like order. [(Lauzhter.] He referred 
to the wide range of discussion that bad been, and 
would still be taken, if this debate were allowed to 
go on, and wished the people to understand that the 
House was now solemnly deliberating whether it 
would let an illegal debate progress. He called the 
yeas and nays on the appeal, and challenged on 
the vote of yeas and nays an expression of opinion 
of the House whether they should have order for 
the next six months. 

Several gentleman here addressed the Speaker, 
who decided that 

Mr. BOWNE was entitled to the floor on the 
appeal. Mr. B.sxid he did not prepose to detain 
the House but for a few remarks. The House 
had wasted some eight or ten days of its time in 
discussion of the simple question to what commit- 
tee a portion of the President’s message should be 
referred. We hbad heard personal allusions, cri- 
minations and recriminations; and where, during 
all ibis time, was the dignity of the representatives 
of the people of the United States, here assembled? 
They heard from cone side of this hall the cry go 
forth that the people were in distress, that ruin 
stares them in the face, that the wheels of Govern- 
ment will have to stop; and what were the peop!e’s 
representatives doing? Why, sitting here and 
wasting time ina profitless discussion—a discus- 
sion which would be proper at the proper time, but 
was iow wholly irrelevant and out of place. By 
the previous question the House had solemnly 
said that the debate had endured long enough; and 
we now saw a genileman getting up to move a re- 
consideration of the vote, not to vote for the reecn- 
sideration himself, but to open this subj-ct anew; 
not to speak on the question, but for personal at- 
tacks on individual members of this House. 

The Speaker had decided that this debate 
was notstrictly in order, but that it must be al- 
lowed from the latitude already taken. Had this 
decision been meade before the previous question 

was sustained by the House, he [Mr. 13.] should 
have submitted; but now that the debate had been 
ended, and the question settled, it struck him that 
the decision was a singular one. This matter 
could profit them or the people nothing; and he 
hoped for the honor of the House, and the credit 
of the nation, that the decision of the Chair would 
not be sustained. 

Mr. BARTON of Virginia obtained the floor, 
and remarking that he had been for years in pub- 
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lic life, and had never made the motion he now in- 
tended, and which he thought shouid be carried out 
of self-respect, he moved that the House adjourn. 
Which motion prevailing, pending the question 
on the appeal, 
The Heuse adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnagspay, January 5, 1542. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Post Office Department, enclosing a state- 
ment of disbursements out of the contingent fund of that De- 
partment for the year 141: referred to the Cummittee on 
Printing. 

Mr SMITH of Indiana made some remarks on the propriety 
of printing the same quantity extra on the supplementary re- 
port of the Cemmissivner of the General Land Office, contain 
ing the returns of surveys froin the Surveyor General of Ar- 
kansas, as was pri.ted on the original report. ; 

The Senate assented to his suggestions. 

Mr. LINN expressed to the Senate sume solicitude relative 
to having the geological report by Mr. Owens printed; but he 
thought the motion to print would more properly come from 
the chairman of ine Committee on the Pubiic Lands, | Mr. 
SmitH ] He would be pleased if the chairman would turn his 
attention to the subject, andask for the prinung of that report. 
If not, he would himself make the motion. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the better course would be to 
wait till the report was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands; andif, after examination, it was found desirable to have 
it printed, he would make the motion. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Zachariah Dixon, 
asking the confirmation of title to a tract of land; reterred to the 
Committee on Public Landa. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Martha Green fora 
pension; referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from a Mr. A. W 
Townsend, in favor of a protective tariil; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Also, the memorial of fifty-three citizens of Warren county, 
Pennsylvania, stating that they have reason to believe that 
gross frauds were practised by the Ogden Land Company, with 
regard to the treaty with the ‘uscaroraand Seneca Iodians, and 
praying that Congress will make no appropriation to carry it 
into eflect: referred tothe Committee on fadian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the reliel of Margaret Barnes, Un 
widow of Elijah Barnes. 

This bill had been reported from the Committee on Pensions 
with an amendment allowing $20 intead of $40 per yearasa 
pension. 

Mr. Prercs explained the bill. He said it had been origi 
naily reported for one year’s service, but tie committee had 
thought proper to allow ooly forthe service which was proved 
by record evidence in the Department, which was a few days 
less than six months. The bill was then reported to the Senate, 
the amendment agreed tv, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of J. L. Penzant & 
Co. of Charleston, asking a remissien of duties on such goods as 
had been ordered prior to the passage of the lawof Sepiember, 
1841. 

Mr. CaLHoun moved its reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce; but after some conversation between Mr. Catnoun 
and Mr. Kina, as to the propriety of such reference, and the 
policy of granting the relief, inasmuch as it would be the 
means of instigating thousands of other cases— 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that a similar petition, pre. 
sented by the gentleman from South Carolina, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, had been reported back to the Se- 
nate, and referred to the Committee on Finance, as a more ap- 
propriate committee. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to such reference; and the 
petition was referred to the Finance Committee. 

Mt. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill to con- 
tinue in force the act for the final adjustment of private Jand 
claims in Missouri, approved 9th July, 1832, and the act sup- 
plemental thereto, approved 2d March, 1833, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BATES presented the petition of a number of citizens 
of Massachusetts, for the modification of the Constitution on 
the subject of slavery; 

Ona motion of Mr. KING, the question of reception of the 
petition was laid on the table. 

The bilt for the relief of Joseph Bassett, being engrossed, 
was read the third time, and passed. f 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate, without amendment, the bill to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the claims of the State of Maine for 
the services of her militia 

Mr. P. also asked that the same committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of Monsieur 
Gonon, in relation toa system of telegraphing. 

Mr. P. said the system was supposed to be very useful in 
time of war, but the committee did not deem it necess ir 
time of peace. The construction was not very difficult, and 
could easily be resorted to when required. The primary diffi- 
culty was to designate any particular point. It did not oceur 
to the committee that New York, in the event of war, wou! 
be more important than New Orleans. At all events, it was not 
necessary at this particular time, and hence the committee had 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. MOUTON said the object was understood to be one of 
very great Importance to the Government. The memorial! 
aaked simply that an experiment might be made to test fully irs 
efficacy, so that in time of war it might be applied, and did not 
ask to fix any particular potot. Monsieur Gonon did not anti- 
cipate any great extension of the system at present. 

Mc. PRESTON spoke of the system as highly creditable to 
the ingenuity and talents of the inventor. Mr. P. did not pre 
tend to any knowledge of the science of telegraphing; he had, 
however, seen several in his life, and it was but justice to Mon- 
sieur Gonon to say that his system was incomparably superior 
to them all. The committee thought, however, that even an 
experiment between here and New York would involve an ex- 
pense that Congress, under present circumstances, would not 
be likely to undergo; and that had operated to induce the report 
which had just been made. 
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Mr. MOUTON said he would prefer that the 
the table fur the present; which was acceded 
TON. 

The bill for the re 


In COMmMittee 


report lie on 
to by Mr. Pres. 


Johan McLeod was then taken up as 


and, without consideration, was, on 
‘ISS, o 


of the wh 
the motion of Mr. PRE rdered to hie on the, table 

The bill to increase the salary of officers in the revenue cu 
ter service, whilst serving in the Navy of the United States, was 














taken up as in committee ¢ e whole ind, after anexplana 
uo of the provisions of Mr. HUNTINGTON, w 
showed the propriety and justice of passing it, though it was 


rospective and retrospective in its operation— 

Mr. PIERCE obtained the floor, and thought it better to let the 
maiter lie over a few days, until the resolution of the Senator from 
Delaware was acted on, 
service, and t 
to the retro 
1836, on the 


propo. ing to abolish the revenue cutter 
navy. He was, however, 
ive operation of the bill, which goes back 
tit would be liable to abuse, and would 
§ rous exainple fur future legislation. 
The bill was passed by for the present. 
The resolution submitted erday by Mr. Linn, in relation 
Oregon Territory, Was taken up; when 
thatifthe resolution was then considered, it 
m ead to a discussi which would delay another subjec 
betore the Senat« Under those circumstances he would let it 
tie over for the present 
PROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 
The motion of reference of the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury toa ¢ Y 
business of the Senate— 
Mr. MOREHEAD did net rise with any view of going into 
an elaborate a‘gument on the question } 
consideration of t 





‘pposed 
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to the possession of 
Mr. LINN said 








of nine coming up as the unfinished 








lately ut der the 
ite, the main points Involved in that 
question having already been discussed at con rable length, 
and with great ability. He briefly as the 
nature of the subject would admit, to present his views thus 
early on the principles of t 
tary of the Tieasugy ac 
because his views dill 






would endeavor, 
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l, and the report of the Secre- 
‘ompanying it. He wished to do so, 
ered from those exy 

tlemen with whom he generally agreed, 


thisdebate. It had beer 


ressed by some gen- 

to the propriety of 

urged that any discussion on the me- 
rits of the scheme would be premature, unuil the printed report 
of a committee had been uncer consideration According to his 
views, indeed, it seemed to him peculiarly proper that the 
Whole plan should be scrutinized thoroughly before reference 
that it might be ascertained what was to bi 
What purpose This coun 
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referred, and for 
emed to him peculiarly proper, 














especially if the bill yuniergo any material change in ce¢ 

mittee. [tis proper that the Senate should express its sentiments 
In relation to the bul as i before refer *, that the com- 
mittee may know what change is expected Is & most 
Import “su a pr | oming \ Vv iroin th 
Executive, recomm 1 by high au i a! iInvol y 
grave que son thei stLimportant titel fhe County 

Under these cireu i med to him that the proposi 
Lion Was euttitied to the reape j ‘ t n. f 





occasion was pressing, for, Whatever difference of opinion might 
be entertained as to-the cause of the distress and embarrassmeiit 
of the country, there could be none as to the fact of their exist 
ence, and that they called aloud for relief. The people of this 
country, it cannot be denied, are laboring under great 
mitigated difficulties. Commerce is deranged—ever 
industry is paralyzed—the currency is u 
exorbitant. There may be differences o! i 
cause of all this, but there can be none, he would 
the existence of the facts yy: Oppressions so severe seem 
ed to cail irresistibly on the legislators of the country for relief. 
He was aware t sof opinion prevaile d during the 
extra se tion whether, at the late Pres 
decided for a Bank of the Unite 
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election, the peopie 
or whether that que Presidential elec 
tion atall. It was, a of dispute then whether the 
present Chief Magistrate was, or was not, pledged by the 
sion of that election to a National Bank. 


He did not propose to open up that question now. 









It would 
not be controverted that the people expected Congress would 
create some national institution, either of the nature ofan old 
fashioned Bank of the United States, or something compatible 
with the principles of tae Whig party; to restore a sound cur- 
rency, and to relieve the embarrassments of the country. 
Whatever may have I 1 
he could say with cc 
laboring under all tl 
For years jhad the industry and enterprise of the 
struggling against a depreciated currency, and « 

ratesof exchange. It was a remarkable 
the West had paid more in exchang 
them by 5 
We 
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dities produced West. After the defea' of the Bank 
the United State people had rted to State banks. 7 
had contr Ith uncle ! m, large debts—too lay 
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the inequality arising ft ’ neces, that the 
Weat suffered from the sinbeth. He ha 
been informed that t nev iid by the 
neople of Kentucky al >was halfa mi m ofdollars in ex- 
changes. If th i vw Kentucky alone mn ti 
might be formed of the tax paid by the Ws n the other se¢ 
tions ofthe country. T were elght States kr as the 
Western and South western States--Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky Pi 


nois, Arkansas, Wissouri, Michizgan,an po. Ti Kentucky 
paid halfa million, the other States averaged about the 
amount, and paid asum equal to four millions of doilars. Ags 
the relative trade with the East was about the same, he pre 
sumed the estimate wasa proper one. In addition to this, those 
States had to pay for internal improvements. Thelr indebted 
ness was $60,000,000. They had to pay 31,000 of interest 
money, at six per cent. which per cent. at least was the rate of 
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exchange, and often the rate was higher than this, and differed 
even two and two anda half per cent. across theriver. The 
great West, now filled up as it was with a hardy, vigorous, 
and industrious population, had to pay this enormous tax, 
drawn from them for the exchanges, and all, as he contended, 
attributable to a deranged currency. The people believed that 
a national currency was to be had by a National Bank; such 
an institution they thought would remedy all these evils. 

Could it, therefore, be matter of wonder, that the people of 
the West looked with great interest and solicitude to the extra 
session, When they saw their Senators and Representatives 
straining every nerve, and making every sacrifice, to obtain re- 
lief—and that they should now regard with sorrow the unsuc- 
ceasful exeruions Which had been made to obtain an institution 
suited to their desires? The people of the West bad contribu- 
ted to their utmost in support of that distinguished individual 
now at the head of the Government. They had rushed like the 
mountain flood to hissupport. Kentucky had given him and 
his illustrious associate a greater vote than ever betere, and that, 
too, 1 Opposition to the pretensions of one of her own respected 
and favorite sons. They had confidence in the President of the 
United States. They knew that he wasa Whig, the nominee of 
a Whig National Convention; and, above all, that he wasa Virgi- 
nian. Kentucky had no doubt of him; and ifshe ever had, those 
doubts were dispelled by the inaugural letter of the President of 
the Mnited States to the American people. He would not stop 
here to comment upon those disappointments at the extra ses- 
sion, which, however great, did not so dishearten the Whigs as 
to prevent them from looking to another session of Congress, in 
the hope that some measure of reliel would be proposed. But 
they bad been disappointed; and it was a aad spectacle, after a 
twelve years’ struggle, to see that party suddenly overcome and 
prostrated, asit was. It was not, therefore, by any means 8ur- 
prisio that the fall elections gave our good Democratic 
friends atemporary triumph. With what heart could the ir oppo- 
{ ; 














! ne to the contest under the appalling prospects around 
the y did, neverthe less, jook tothe present session of Con- 
gress for relief; but they were not prepared to leap to any mea- 
sure Which might be proposed. They were ready to unite toac- 
complish whatever measure could be accompiiahed consistent 
with their former principles. If they had done or could do 
hey would have been justly liable to the imputation 
» gTOSSeSt Inconsistent y, and would have deserved a loss of 
But the Senate now had the promised scheme of 
ent before it; and there were objections, in his humble 
judzment, at the very Outset, Without looking atthe details of 
It was manifest upon its face that it had proceed 
{from the Executive, and it was obviously the tendency of 
be controlled by the. Executive. The contest of 
1816 was to break down barriers which might intervene be- 
tween the Governmentand the people; but the Secretary of the 
Treasury, tiough properly the officer of Congress and the peo- 
ple, was here obviously the officer of the President He (Mr. 
Mors ected to this report, then, because it comes from 
the Execuuve, aod comes from him instead ef the agent of the 
and the Government—the Treasurer of the United 
1les, as his Own measure. 
The project now laid before Congress 
but aGovernment institution—a Government Bank, whether 
called by that name No matter whether it was to be 
called an Exchequer, an Exchange Institution, or a Govern- 
sank, it was the child of the Government, supplied with 
by the Government, managed by Government officers, 
ané exelusively under the control of the Goyernment. And 
this was not the first time that such a scheme had been 
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» he considered nothing 













offered to Congress and rejected. A distinguished Presi 
of the Wnited gStates had shadowed forth upen two 
o sions such a scheme as this tothe Congress of the United 


States, and it was referred in the two Houses to appropriate 
cormmmittees. At the head of the committeein the Senate was 
Generali Samuel Smith of Maryland, and at the head of the com- 
mittee of the other House, Mr. McDuffie of South Carolina. 
These gentlemea regarded the proposed plan then as a great 
Governmentinstituuon. The report of Mr. McDutflie was par- 
ily distinguished for the views of the committee. If thia 
ta Government bank, it was a Government institution, 
and the foundation of which was for the issne ofa Government 


paper money. 
ja rir 









} An insuperable objection to the measure is the 
enormous increase of Government patronage which it creates. 
It is, besides, to be the foundation of the paper circulation of the 
country. There is another song objection, that taken by the 
Senator from Connecticut, {Mr.. Hunrincton,] that it is repea- 

| ted to destroy all confidence in the 

curren rded as a measure of finance, and 
placed on the footing of ordinary legislation—liable to be repeal- 
ed at the pleasure ot Congress—over which Congress, as far aa 
the legislative branches were concer 
mitrol—what would Congress do? It might increase the 
tof the nominal capital of the Institution—for that is ne- 
ne of the powers of Congress—to fifteen millions of 
j lions ofdeposites. And even this 









lable, and therefore cale 
cy it issues. Rega 





ned, might exercise ordi 






Treasury notes and filteen in 











| thirty milli may, in ashort time, be four nadeq uate to the 
mand Government for this paper curr —for the ten- 
i} d y of a paper currency isto an insatiable increase—its appe- 
\| ro i ‘it feeds upon 
|| . BucHANAN observed, that was a fact.]} 
1] In less than five years the appetite for an increased paper cur- 
| rency would be such, that the nominal capital of the institution 
1] ist be increased to a hundred millions to satisfy the cravings 
i} for it. Or suppose a case of war, when all the energies 
| and =oresourees of ie nation would be placed in requisi- 
1 tj Ww { such a currency, In the absence of a National 
} Bank. stand the test? It had been tried before and fail- 
ed. Could the State banks be relied upon?) No man relied up- 
| on them at such times They could not meet the public exi- 
| cencies of the country sul supposing some such evil should 
i come, and then the little cloud, now no bigger than a man’s 
| 





hand, shall overshadow the land—to your filteen millions you 


would add fifteen more, and a hundred millions of dollars to 
that. Whenever Goverament wants money, this scheme. pre- 
seyits such a facility for raising it that the temptation will bedr- 
resistib'e. i is only to increase Treasury notes through this 
machinerv—nothing to be done but to have bits of paper signed 

T the institution, and make a hundred mibligne 
{ dollars ina day, if required. Can the people of this coun- 
ry ever be satisfied to risk such a tremendous power in the 
hands of any Executive, or any governmenta) department? 
The present Chie! Magistrate may not be always President, and 
his successor may not be quite so scrupulous about constitution- 
al difficulties. Congress could also give to this great Government 
institution the power to discount promissory notes, and ano- 
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WeEDN January 5, l842 


ir. ADAMS rose and moved to amend the journal of yester 


is { “ 





Strike out e instructions from the journal of yesterday, 
on his motion of December j,as Mr. A say he withdrew the 
a esti ind only moved to refer, the Speaker having 
ed, on that day, the instructions were not in order, except by 
< ent, and Mr. CAVE Jounson having objected there 
ving the facts and the per 

; sh Messrs. ADAMS, Hop 
KENNEDY Of Indiana, 


inst 
A 








IRIGGS, a M M H participates 
Wi Mr. MBKRIWETIER moved to lay the amendment or 








Mr. ADAMS ca the yeas aod nays, which were order 
4 }, t 1, | el tak ert y i vs hays io 
So thean Iment was laid on the table. 
Mr. PROFFIY? 1 »and asked the indulgenceof the House 
While he mace a few servations, not certainly on a privilege 
ion, t atier per iljto himeelf. During the un 
profita ew ok plaee yesterday, he spoke torabout 
hit minute i i hat me had not said one woid to hur 
| ings of a itary individual, or to apply personal 
it Le ie House then judg his ast shment and sur 
e, wheno t } National Inte rencer this morr 
ing, | LW thaton th ora gentleman had been permitted t 
e language,accom panied by g ires toward hini, which under 
y cit stance ld t but be regarded as gross); 
el il and offensive, without being decided by the Speake 
iol order He perceived that in the National Iatelli 
gencel was stated that entlemen from Tennessee [Mr 


ARNOLD] evel inted at him while makinz his offensive re 

marks. He did not, Mr. P. said, rise to ask an explanation of 

ie gentleman from ‘Lennessee; and he knew that, in making 
i 


is refere » the House, he was gratifying the feelings of 
some % emen i i riving them an opportunity to smile 
at hin Never having said a solitary word offensive to the 
genileman, nor personal (0 a e, he would respectfully ask 
he Speaker if he heard the language reported in the Intelli 
encer, as used by tleman irom Tennessee. If so, al 
he couldsay wa itif members were permitted to use 


such iangua ich other, he would, from this day forward 
ny to the H rire ired to deiend himself Mr. P. cor 
fed by thank {lo fur the indulgence extended to 


; Mr. ARNOLD rr see tt tleman from Indiane 
kK t ter rt ' He would say to the gentlemar 
how ! he | il o lons, nhe(Mr. A 








was addressing the | , mo roctously and insolently called 
i t said y to hin 
if he had his w Mr. A.) should never be heard agair 





i ut | i | f Wieman was now so mincing ar 
i inten’! of being personal, yet he 


Mr. A. concluded by saying that he did use the language tha 
buted t vt " ligencei, and did ay 

¥ itta the ge n i 
Me. PROF FIT had no doubt that the gentleman did make 
the remarks attributed to him, and he did not, therefore, rise 
for the pury of asking any explanation of him. He could 
niv sav w. that he could not condescend to notice any thing 
eman from Te ssee had said, or that he might say; 
me on that floor that professed himself to be a gen- 
use similurlenguage towards him, or Janguage 











eh ) itin the slightest degree, he would promptly 
h { ofit as it deserved 


The SPEAKER would state to the gentleman trom Indiana 
hat he did not observe the gentlernan frem Tennessee pointing 


at him, or he would certainly have called lim to order. H 
had no right to consider the remarks that were made as appli 
cable to the gentleman trom Indiana, or any other gentleman 
and certainly would have erred in eo doing, as he did not ob 
The gentleman from 





serve the gesture said to have been used 





Tennessee was, however. called to order by the gentleman from 
New York,{Mr. Bowne.] and he (the SPEAKER) thereupon 
decided that he was out ot order. 

Mr ARNOLD. s af said he merely wished 
to return his thanks to the ile a man from Indiana for 
the absolution he had given him, for all his sins, past and pros 
pective. If the Heuse would indulge him he would repeat ai 
anecdote whi } wht was veryappropriate to the pre 

sin VW } ew 3 the Arimy | was unlortunate 
‘ very General— 
ir, WISI r orde 
ir. GILMI = aker ¥ ild preserve ordei 
I SPEAKER ed Mr, A. to order, and he took his sea 


‘ ity . . i to hear his ane 





1 H u y ] cons rati of the questio: 
y Mr. Bowne aeainst the decision of the 
\ ’ ) quéslion ef recon 











\ ENTRY) 2 ! yf facts whi 
; rf : } 1 
' VW the rema ’ 
N I a(Mr. Berke] 3 € 
' i. V pinto f s Tennessee 
hev ' nsw 1oV of the members 
. Sta j elf pr ed to reply to them o! 
Ippositi 1 iicague {Mr. ArnoLp] would not be 
wed to spre sain. havit y once occupied the floor 


on ‘ stion, B 1 ‘ e insisted that he was the 
reply. and that he could not 
foubt the liberality and ce of the House on such an occa 
“he eech the centleman from New Hampshire, 
Y ; rue and his State great injut 
e could be now done, would be 
tox mit his colleacue t re ly t it 
Mr. HOPKINS was about submitting a rer 








ark, when he 





TREASURY NOTES. , 
Leave having been erant Mr FILLMORE, from the Com: 
ittcee of Ways and Means, reported the following bil) 





A BILL to authorize an issue of Treasury notes. 


; aerate a mace ia eee nee 
pled, That the President of the United State 





ve and car Be it er ed by the Senate and House of Representa: 
i ; f the United Stat 
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rized to cause Treasury notes, in lieu of those heretcfore or 
sereafter redeemed, to be issued for such sum or sums as the 
exigencies of fthe Government may requir but not exceeding the 
sum of five millions of doliars of this emission outstanding at 
any one time, and to be issued uni th: 
provisions contained in the act entitled 
issuing of Treasury no'es,” approved the twelfth of October, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and as mo oi 
by an act “An act additional to the act on the sut ject of Tre 
sury notes,” approved the thirty =e of March, one ‘housan ‘a 
eight hundred and fort y, except that the authority hereby given 
to issue Treasury notes shall expire at the end ot one year from 
the passage of this act, if notsooner terminated under the pro 
viso to this section: Provided, That the authority hereby given 
to issue Treasury no es shal! cease and determine as soon as the 
fean authorized by the act of July twenty-first, one thousand 
eigh. hundred and forty-one, or which may be authorized 
any other act, shail be negotiated and rendered available 

The bill having been read 

The FILLMORE moved that it be printes | referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 

Mr. STUART of Illinois moved to lay the bill 

Mr. WISE called for the reading of 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL. May J ask, al 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, siio\ 
vle necessity of ing Treas. es, | 

The bill and letter were read ace 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the 
draw his motion to lay the bil 

low him an opportunity for exy 


Mr. STUART declined, ont 








limitaions of other 
“An act to authorize the 
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S yt 
the Government re quired tha he sf 
lily 14} t , ; » that 
lily, a att i@ W lo av ne tha 
wou.d be occasioned by the ¢ ration of such a bill, as he 





uaderstood that most sinembers of the House were com- 
mitted against the issue of Vreasury notes, 

Mr. FILLMORE said that there mig 
to the issue of Treasury notes. but 
were comunitted against it. 
cide agatiist the bill without 
nation. 

Several 
read, 

Mr. W. COST JOIINSON said he would vote against laying 
he bill on the table, although he would be compel! ‘ 
against the bill itself. 

And the questian on the motion of M 
decided in the negative, as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Milton Brown, Wil- 
liam Butlei, William O. Butler, W. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, Cooper, G. Davis, Dean, 


' 
John G. Floyd, A, L. Post Gozzin, P. G. Goode, Graham, 


t be a majority o posed 
denied that all the members 
He hoped the House would not de- 
allowing an opportunity for expla- 


communications accompanying the bill were then 





STUART Was taken and 








Green, Keim, Andrew Ke ly, han » Linn. Mathiot, Meri- 
wether, Morris, Gweley, Reynolds, Rodney, William Russell, 
Soyder, John T. Stuart, Richard W. casas, Warren, 
C. H. Williams. —33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 8S. J. Andrews, Arnold, 


Atherton, Baker, Barton, Beeson, Birdseye, Boardman, Borden, 
towne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Broc kway, Charles Brown, 
leremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, Sampson I. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C. Clark, S. N. Clirk, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Crovs, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John Edwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Eylimore, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, Gamble, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Gilmer, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, ‘Gwin in, 
Mabersham, Hall, Harris, Wiliam S. Hastings, John Hastings, 
Hays, Henry, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, W. W. Ir- 
win, Jack, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lawrence. Lewis, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay. McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, ‘thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Juhn Thompson Mason. Mattocks, Maxwell, Medill, 
Moore, Newhard, Osborne. Parmenter, Partridze, Payne, 
Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
A. Randall, Randolph, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rovse- 
velt, J. M. Russell, Saltunstall, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Simonton, Siade, Truman Smith, Wm. Smith, Sollers, 
Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Johan B. Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillin shast. Toland, Triplett, Turr Van Buren, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Wash Wattersen, 
Weller, Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Wil 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiiliams, Winthrop, Wise, 
Weod, and Avgustus Young—163. 
So the motion to lay the bill on the table 
And on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the bill was referred to 
he Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEON gave ‘notice that when this a 
should offer an amendment to it, repealing the 
act 

Mr. HOLMES said he had been absent from the House most 
of the session.and at the time petitions were called for, and now 
asked leave of the House to present anuimber of petitions which 
he had received for this pur pose. 

The SPEAKER stated that they would be recei 
jec'for\was made 

Mr, ADAMS objected to the presentation of petit 
there wasa general call fort! on 

Mr. HOLMES then moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to offer the petitions. 

On this motion Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MATHIOT (addressing ‘himself to Mr. Horares,)"asked 
the nature of the petitions? , They were not Abolitition peti 
tions? 

Mr. HOLMES. [Laugh- 
ter.) : 

The ‘yeas and nays were not ordered by the House; ani the 
question onthe suspension ofthe rules was taken, and decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to suspend the rules for the general 
reception of petitions; but at the request of several members 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, accompanying the Treasury Note bill, be print- 
ed; but withdrew the motion, being informed by 

The SPEAKER that the letter had already been ordered to 
be printed, with the bill. 
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They are not, I will assure you. 


Mr. SUMMERS, of Virginia, from the Committee on the Ex- 
penditures of the House of Representatives, made a report in 
relation to the contingent expenditures of the House, which, 
withthe accompanying papers, was laid on the table and o1- 
dered to be printed 

Mr. POWELL asked leave to present a petition, the object 
of which was not heard. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 


Me. J.C. CLARK begged the indulgence of the House to send 
to the Clerk’s table a resolut a ona subject tio which they all 
feltacommon interest. He held in his hand a document of 


thirty-two pages, some aaa of which were perfectiy useless 
this evil oug ht to be corrected; otherwise the House would 
have to increase its contingent fund. There was hardly a 
morning but they found papers on their tables which were of no 
use atall. It was time that charges of this sort should be ar- 
rested. He therefore sent to the Clerk’s table a resulution, 
winch was read, providing for the appointmeut of a select com- 
mittee On the subject of prin — 

Mr BRIGG 3 if the ge 


waited and seen ther 








tleman from New York had 
) » committee, just laid 
table, he woul d have discovered thatthe evil was 
vided against. 

Mr. CLARK then withdrew the resolution 

Mr. ARNOLw said he believed his case now came up be 
fore the House [A laugh 

Mr. BOWNE demanded the yeas and 
of appeal; which were ordered by the Ho 

The SPEAKER then stated the 
stood the gentleman f 






1 nays on 


the question 





. He had under 
from New York {Mr. Bowne} to call th 
gentleman from ee [Mr. ARNOLD] to order for irrele 
vant remarks, Speaker had overruled the point of or- 
der, deciding that although the remarks ot the gentleman from 
Tennessee were, strictly, outof order, yet be could not arrest 
them, after the di bate had been allowed such a latitude by the 
Hiouse From this decision the geatieman from New York had 
taken an appeal ta.the House; and the questton was now 01 
that appeal, 

Mr. BOW NE observed that he wouldstate to the House the 
true question to be decided by the vote about to be taken, so 
that it might be perfectly understood. The House would re 
collect that a motion was made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Meaus (Mr. Fittmore} to refer so much 
vf the President’s message as relates to the tariff to the Com 
‘on Manufactures, and that to that motion an amend 
was submitted by the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
{ ATHERTON,! to refer tie subject to the Committee if 
Ww ays and Mea A discussion took place on the whole me 
rits of the tariff question, the su bject of protecting duties, dis- 
crinvina duties, and In facton almostevery question which 
had occu; the attention of the House, lasting some 
ten days. / previous 
sustained by the House, cutting off t 
question. Under these 


ssee yesteiday movs 


Vwuestie 


















eight or 
on was moved and 
leciding the 





mite, a 
Cire umstances, the gentleman from 
J tla recousicderation of the volte taken 
on the gentleman from Ne w Hampshire’s amendment, with 
the avowed purpose, not of voting on it, but of makinga speech 
irrelevant to that question; and then, in suppertof his motion, 
Was proceeding with remarks personally iusulting to two ger- 
tleman on that floor. On this, he, Mr. B. had called the gen- 
tleman to order; but the Speaker decided that though the gen 
tleman’s remarks were not strictly in order, yet he must be 
permitted to proceed, because other gentlemen who preceded 
him had spoken out of order. From that decission he, Mr. B. 
had appealed, and the question now was, whether the House 
would sustain the decision of the Chair. 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, 

Mr. EASTMAN said, that before the question was taken, he 
deemed it his duty, as one of the delegation from the State of 
New Hampshire, to state to the House the precise situation of 
the case. When the debate was going on upon the question of 
refereiice, his colleague (Mr. ArHeRTON] made a speech upon 
his motion to amend the resolution of the honorable gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Fittmorg.) In that speech no allusion 
whatever was made to the State of Tennessee, to the district of 
the gentleman from that State, (Mr. ARNoLD J nor to thegentle 
man himself. After his colleague hadtaken hisseat, and after 





Teim 















another gentleman had submitted some remarks, the gentle- 

man from Tennessee [Mr. ArNotp] obtained the floor, and 

- ule a most ee and unprovoked attack upon the State of 
ew Hi amps e. He(Mr. E.) need not repeat what the 


tleman said, fo yn it was fresh in the recollection ofall who he 
him. The delegation from that State felt 
upon, by every sense ef respect and regard 
| very firs ‘ol portunity, the proces attack that 
been made upo er. Two or hire ° attempted to obtain 
he floor, and his He 1gU e (Mr Burke] having been most suc- 
cesstul,submitted the remarks which he di 
when he (Mr. E.) had floor upoa the question of reference, 
he took occasion to confirm the remarks which had been made 
by his colieague, [Mr. Burke, ] and also added a few suggestions 
of hisown, With what success this unprovoked attack was 
made upon the State of New Hampshire, and with what su 
Cess it was repelled, is for the House and the country to decide 
But the House wit! see that we were in norespect the assailan’s, 
but were driven to make the defence which we did by the rude 
assault of the gentleman from Tennessee. And now, sir, after 
the question of reference has been decided, and after the H 

has proceeded to leration of ot her business, the ge 
tleman fror ennessee m«¢ S a reconsideration of the vor 
upon the question of reference, for the express and 
purpose of answering my colle 





themselves c¢ 


: 
for their State, to 





at the 








Subseque: 















the consi 








avowed 
sague [Mr Berke] and myself 
For me, sir, lam willing that the gentleman shall have that 
privilege to his heart’s content, and I wil] vote to let him pro- 
ceed. All Task, sir, is, that the gentleman, after he has mai! 
his remarks, will not withdraw his motion to reconsider, b 
give usan opportunity to reply to him, if we deem proper 
Give usthat chance, sir, and he may proceed as far as he 
pleases 

The Clerk then commenced calling the roll on the question, 
“Shall the decision of the Speaker stand as the judgment of the 
House?’ and— 

Mr. AnaMs’s rame having been called, Mr. A. said he under- 
stood the question to be, whether the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
{Mr. ARNOLD} should be permitted to make a speech here in 
direct defi ance of the rules o' the House; and that the Speaker 
had decided that he should proceed in’ direct defiance of the 
rules, because the Speaker had already permit ted others to 
speak in the same manner. He could not vote to sustain the 
Speaker in that position, because in doing it he must vote in an- 
nihilation ef the rulesthemselves, He held the Speaker respon- 











| 
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nected with the existence of the rule 





sible—the rule itselfsaid he should be—for arresting any mem- 
ber the momen sets outof order; and the Speaker could not 
justify a subsequent decision for violating the rules of this 
House, because 1( had been done befere. It was inumately con- 

i itself; and therefure he 
could not vote to sustain the Speaker’s decision. 

The SPEAKER remarked that tie had decided yesterday, in 
the hurry of the moment, that this appeal was debatable; but 
from further reference to the rules, he was satisfied that it was 
not, appeais on que wpe shige of irrelevance Cy and ft e1sonality not be- 
ing debatable. And he would add that as the gentleman {Mr. 
ApAMs] insisted on the rigid application of the rules, he would 
call the gentleman to order 

Mr. ADAMS. This is a new decision, Is it? It 
me. I say, “No,’? then, 





stops 
to the support of the Speaker’s de. 


cision, 

The question was then taken, and decided in the negative, as 
follows: Yeas 67, nays 89. 

Vhus the appeal from the deeision of the Speaker was sus- 
ee 


‘  ARNOL D s 

pro¢ “om in order. 

Mr. GENTRY moved that his colleague (Mr. ARNOLD] be 

permitted to proceed to the conclusion of his remarks, unless 

be should violate the rules of order to a @reater degree than 

the itlemen trom New Hampshire (Messrs. Eastman and 
Burke] had done. 

The SPEAKER de ‘ided that the motion was not in order. 

After some conversation by Messrs. GENTRY and WISE, 
Mr. W. having rade a motion that Mr, A. be allowed to pro- 
ceed in order—which motion he did not press, however— 

SPEAKER said that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ARNOLD] having been called tv order only for irrelevant re- 
marks, would now be allowed to proceed in order, 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN wished to make asugzestion to the 
centleman from Tennessee. He thought the gentleman would 
better effect his end, if he would let the vote on the reconsidera- 
tion be taken; and then, when they had reconsidered, the fsub- 
ject would come up properly in debate. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would endeavor to proceed in order 

The SPEAKER said, to avoid further difficulty, he would 
state to the genUleman that this was a mere question of refe- 
rence, and how, after the decision of the House, the debate 
must be confined strictly to the limits of the rule. 

Mr ARNOLD said he had been atraid of that. [Laughter.] 
He was of opinion that the motion might be made to the House 
that he should be permitted to reply tothe gentleman from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr GILMER wished to make a sugge¢ 
from Tennessee, 

Mr _ NOL PD said that 
parallel between the wretche 
Hampshire, and the prospe 


said he supposed he might now be allowed to 


















stion to the gentleman 


if he was not permitted to draw a 
ness, misery, and poverty of New 

, buoyancy, and hope of Tennes 
see, the opportunity to discuss this question In the omer now 
would aveil hje » but tittle. If he could not do 
this. he might as welldie as gracefully as he could. He might 
not dit as Cesar did, at the foot of Pompey’s statue; but he 














lowed 








could say to the ee gentieman from Maseachusetts, “et 
tu Bruta.” [Loud an 1 continued Jaughter.] In one respect, 
however, he would follow the example of the gentleman from 


New Hi sa shire in writing out hisremarks, and he would reply 
to a speech in writing that was made in writing. He woule 
there fore withdraw his motion for reconsideration, and he sup- 
yosed they would adjourn and go home to their dinners. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved that the House‘adjourn, but’ with- 
drew the motion for a moment at the request of— . 

Mr. FILLMORE, who addressed an t.quiry to the Speaker, 
which was not heard, and in reply to which 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that this was the 
last of the thirty days of the session, when reports from com 
mittees could be received in order. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he hoped the committees would 
be allowed to report before tle House adjourned. 

The motion to adjourn wasthen renewed, and, prevailing 

The House adjourned. 
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The PRESIDENT 
before the body a commit 
pariment of Slate, 


NATE, 

Sanna 6, 1842 

tem. of the Senate laid 
ication from the De- 
ma nade in compliance with law 
showing the numb in said Depart- 
ment, with he compe aion allowed, 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of P. 
Pitchlyn,a Choctaw indian: referred othe Commi'- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presen ed the petiton of Thomas 
Brownewell, latea Lieutenant inthe Navy of the 
United States, in the late war as placed on 
he invalid pension list: referred to the Committee 
on P nsious. 

Also, the petition of Eaoch Hidden, praying re- 
muneration for certain improvements in the Screw 
Dock, which is ‘a universal use, and is of great 
value to the Navy: referred to ihe committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of the city of New York, adverse to the 
repeal or postponement of the Bankrupt law: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER, Mr.BERRIEN,and Mr. CLAY, 
presented similar petifions from the city of New 
York; which received the same reference. 

Mr WHITE presenied resclaticons from the 
Legislature of Indiana, in favor of farther appro 
priations fer the repsir and continuation of the 
national road: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, tbe petition of 








king to be 





WV 


ae. 





96 


John Hater vins, of Mississippi 
pre-emption to a tract of land, was ordered to ie 
taken from the files, and re! 
on Public Lands 

Mr. BARROW presented the pelition of Jo eph 
Alexander, asking remuneration for services in 
the late war: referred to the Committee on Priva 2 
Lahd Claim: 

On the motion of Mr. PHELPS, it was resolved 
that the Commitiee on Pensions be directed to in- 


quire into the expedient 
} 








praving tne ngn: of 


rred to the Committee 


cy of placing the name o 
Nathaniel! Stafford on the pension roll, 
and Rosa Prince, widow of a soldier of the 
fevolution, on the Revolutionary roll of pen- 
sioners. . 

On the motion ¢ was recolved 
that the Commiitee on the Pr Offi ‘ce and P 
Roads be justructed to inquire into the exnediency 
of continuing the post route from ‘Tuscumbia to 
Holly Wells, in the S.ate of Missi 

r. PHELPS presented two s parate 
t.ons of the State of Vermont, instruc 
nators to endeavor procure such ameadment of 
the Constitution as wid restrict the eligibility of the 
President to one term. 

Also, that the votng for electors of Presiaent 
and Vice President may take place the same day; 
which were ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. PHELPS a! presented another series of 
resoiniions from the Legi-inture « Vermont, 
which he sail was of more practica importance 
to the people of the State o Vi 
other, to wit, 


ni 
vIPpl. 

resolue 
ling their Se- 





rmont toan any 


tariff, 


on tne unyect ol a pivotective 


involving si me four or five material points, as fo'- 
lows: 








1. ae Pha woortb aml « rpgrea 
0 yintie lt t ra i { rue SOUT 
wealth. 

2. ‘That tis the duty of Governm ‘ im wi 
tect and en rage f istry i y vki 
eaforcing i tari iV 
home mark I pur i istraeus l x 
foreign competition, ; 

3. That we rega he right to en y the product of ou il 
and labor as sacred and valuable as the iightto the svil itse 
and that it ia equ y e duty of our Government » repel dn 
Vasions and ¢ roachine upon ’ 8 the other ; 

41. That the tarmer and the i rer are ke vitally 

prote¢ A prosperity o 
ij I y t n ucce 
tia manu Wing 1 re 
rif iw Ww Is ry iul Hv lefective and 
] \ pear ct whi 
\ i we defective 
nd unjus 

Mr. P. m< ved thatthe re lator he printed 
ani referred to Re Corr eon Manniaectures 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had no objection 
the reference or reading of e yosolutions Which 
had been presented by the Senator from Vermou!. 


Tae first resolution aflirmed a truth, and the 
second was nota truth, and was entirely 
Cileable with the first. lt wes indeed 
contradiction of the sentiment in regard to lab 
hoped the Committee on 
the resolutions were referred, wou'd make one in- 
quiry, and that was whether there could be any 
compefition between our own labor and foreign 


lirecoLe 





Manufactures, 


labor, and whether one branch of busi- 
ness was to be protec dd oat the xpense Of aho- 
ther. The i! eompla 1 of in the resolution 
arises oul cf pro’ection. This vas gutting down one 
branch of jadust y at the expense of another, 
and he wished to know if this wa t he ac- 
tion of the Governe N could be more 
unjnst 

Mr. PHELPS said it wa of his object, 
in presenting the 1 ition tebare 
in limine voon them. } ‘ ons never re- 
suited in an uad : rood. Jt w 
enough for urpose ft ’ h proposition 
contained in the iesolutions wh presented in a 
form for action. He trusted Com ttee on 
Mannutacivres woul! cive e res lution ue con- 
sideration, aad that they wou'd be enabled to pre- 
sent measures based upon the resolutions calenlat 
to carry their doctri to practical effect. Whea 
they did *, he shoul ready,a ven bound 
to defend the principles conta n the resolutio: 


which he had. submitted. 

Mr. CAL HOUN seid he was not disposed to 
debate ho subject at this time. All he wiched was 
this: that the Committee on Manufactures would 
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reconerie tne first of the principies laid down in the 
resolutions with the second He denied that there 
1s any harmony in them. While Iam up, (said 


Mr. C.) let me say, with great deference to the 
gentleman from Vermen’', that I havea document 
in my pocket which proves that Vermont pays less 
than one per cent. in duties where other States pay 
twenty-five, thus showing the inequali'y of the pre- 
sent system of duties. 

Mr. ree in reply to Mr. Catuoun, said 
that the books did not show the imports, and could 
not. Tne goods coming into Vermont were 
imported through Boston and New York, and very 
few of them by way of Lake Champlain. The 
amount of gocds, indeed, which came from Lake 

but a trifle of the whole. If the 
genileman could ascertain how many goods were 
imported by way of the other Siates, which were con- 
umed in Vermont, he could arrive at some data as 
paid by Vermont, and not otherwise 

By Mr. SMITH of Indiana: Petitions of Joan J. 
| and Nicholas F:eenor, of Indiana, asking for 
pay for horses killed at the batile of Tippecance: 
referred to the Committee on Claim 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
the petition of Daniel Peck, praying a pension tor 
at ility during the last war, while in 
the line of his duty; and the petition of George 
Johnson, praying fur a pension, be taken {rom the 
files, and re eired to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. MERRICK, 


. + ‘ tm ¥ 
tne relief ol Franci 


Champlain wa 


to the duties 


incurred 


j 
11S 


on leave, introduced a bill for 
; Newman, deceased; which was 
first, abd, by special order, a second time, 
id referred to the Committee on the Judieiary. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, trom the Commitiee on 
Public Lands, reported a bil to perfect titles to 
lands soewth ot the Arkansas river, held under New 


’ 
read 





iadrid iocations and pre-emption righis, under the 
of 1814, with a special repert. 

4] a bill for the relief of certain settlers on 

the public .auas, Who were depiive taf the benefits 


of the act granung pre-emption rights, 
19th June, 1834, without amendment. 
Also, a bill to amerd an act, entitled “An act to 
appropriate the proceeds of sales of public lands, 
and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved Sept. 4 
1841, with an amendment, and a special report. 
(Phe bill, as amended, extends the pre-emption 
right to persons who, at the date of the ac’ of 1841, 
puolic iands, whether surveyed 


approved 


had settled upon the 
or n0t.] 
Also, a billfurther to amend the act entitled “An 
it appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the 


se. 99 


public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” ap- 
proved September 4, 1841, with an amendment. 
[ This bill authorizes the Governor of Ilinois lo se- 
lec! the granted to that State by the act of 
1841 

The several reports, on motion of Mr. 
were ordered to be p inted. 

The bill io increase the pay of the officers of 
Revenue cutters, whilst engaged in naval! service 
was taken up and postponed. 9 

Enzrossed bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, 
the widow of Elijah Barnes, was third 
time and passed. 

The bil! for th 


lands 


SMITH, 


read the 


> relief of the Jezal representatives 





of Aart deceased, late Consul at L’Orient, 
was taken up as in Committee of the Whole, and 
aiter some explanation of the object of the 
| Mr. HUNTINGTON, and Mr. KING, 
reriy t the nguiry of Mr. SEvIeER, 
\ reporied back to th nate hout 
t, and red to be eng -d fora third 

rea 
Th é a new land di . in the State 
} ri, and changing the undaries of the 
Western and Southe rn Land districts in said 
Sta Was taken u mmi t cf the whole, 
' a t Y arks | Mr. SMIPH of In- 
jiana, and Mr. LUNN, as to the propriety of leav- 
ing pow naw ot the President t 
ct th ntat ch the new land office shall 
> jocaie \ he bill was reported to the Senate, and 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reacing 
Mr. CLAY, on ieave, introduced a biil amenda- 


tory of the several acis relaticg to copyrights: re- 


| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Yne following bills were severally considered, as 








in Commitee of the Wh and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a tuird reading, viz: 

A bill to provide for the payment to the State of 
Louisiana of the balance due said State for expen- 
ditures incurred in raising, equipping, and paying 
off a regiment of volunteer militia, mustered into 
the service of the United - ates, and employed in 
the Fisrida war in the year 1836 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mis- 
souri volunteers, commanded by Captains Steven. 
son, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, and Crawford. 

A bill for the relief cf the heirs of Daniel Petti- 
deceased. 

A bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persors 
in whose favor awards have been made under four 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers; which awards have been re- 
tained in the Treasury, in payment of debts due the 
United States. 

A bill to authorize the inhabiiauts of township 
eight north, of range thirty-two west, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of 
the sixteenth section in said township, upon condi- 
tion that the same is lered to the State for 
ordinary purposes, was taken up as in committee 
of the whole. This bill was reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands with an amendaent 
giving the power into the hands of a majortty of 
ihe inhabitants of the township to dispose of the 
lands in Jieu of other. 

Mr. KING and Mr. WOODBRIDGE opposed 
the amendment. They contended that a majority 
bad no right to divest any inhabitant of his ute, 
which had been legally ee ', but that it should 
require the consent of every individual interested. 
They were for leaving it to the > consent of the In- 
habitanis of the township to decide. 

Mr. PRESTON denied the right Congress 
interfering between the Le- 
gislature and ihe inhabitants township, 
That they had no right to Jook behind the Legisia- 
ture to say what number was competent to divest 
the whole of title. That that power should be left 
to the Legislature of Arkansas, which was the pro- 
per guardian of the inhabitants of the township. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana denied the position as- 
sumed. If they si {a right to pass the bill at all, 
they had ari cht t prescribe the mode. 

ae amendment was no: agreed io, and Jhe bill 

Ss taken up in the Senat , and ordered to te en- 
-“ ssed for a third reading 

ROPOSED BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

Tae PRESIDENT pro tem. announced the un- 
finished business, which was the proposition to re- 
fer to a select committee of nine the projet of the 
Secretary of the Treasury for a Board of Ex- 
chequer. 

Mr. WOODBURY 





bone, 





surrei 


to pass anv law 
cf the 


i 


observed that he was in fa- 
vor of the motion befere the Serate to refer the 
bill toa select commitiee. He thought the im- 
portance of the subject-matter of the report was 
such as to require it. Self-respect on the part of 
the Senate. and parliamentary usage authorized 
the reference; and in addition to this, the source 
from which ‘the measure emanated rendered this 
course peculiarly proper. It is an imposing plan, 
and having already attracted much public atten- 
tion, a ful! consideration of it was expected. He 
agreed With the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
MoreneEaD,]| that it was a fit and proper occasion, 
on 2 for discussion on the 
principles and measure proposed 
to be referrei—particulariy a meature coming 


motion of ref 


tender ty o tt e 


from so high 2 sovres, and relating to sach an im- 
portant subj But, at the same ume, he felt it 
incumbent on him to say be cid not anticipate 
that any important plan «f compromise was to be 


a committee, or that 
conflicting 
that there 


expected from the report of 
any such report could reconcile the 


principle: cf this bill. He 


agreed 


might be much distre in many parts of 
the Union, and that m: ificuliy and 
amharrassment h: ‘yn out of a deranged 
currency; bat he did not anu te that much re- 


lief would result from any such measure as that 
now proposed. He believed the disease lay much 
deeper, and spread much wider than it was possi- 
ble for this measure to heal, and that it was a dis- 





ie | 





